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CTZENS  LEAGUE  ACTIVE

EFFORTS TO CURR NEW-JERSEY
RACE-TRAOK GAMBLING.

In Some Connszies the Leaguceites Are
Also Fighting for Ofher Reforms—The
Race-Track NMen Stole a March in Cam-
den Couniyv—Rep:blicens Not in Hearty
Sympathy with the KLeague, as They
Count on a *‘“Revolution ”’—Democratic

- State Committee Working Hard.

TRENTOXN, N. J., Oot. 1.—The Citizens’ Leagune
movemeant I8 showing sizns of aocilvity in Cam-
den, Union, ‘Essex, Hudson, Passaic, and Mon-
mouth Counties. These are notebly race-track
counties. The officers of the Btate League indi-
cated the oause at isene in the manifesto they
published, but the county organizations have‘s
enlarged on its scope. Instead of conoentrating
energy on thejrace-track fight, they are urginga
general attack on all the evils Republican
papers have oited as errora of Demooratio
legislation.

A series of league meetings 18 being held In
Freehold. At the initial meeoting there was a
general arraighment of the State Government
and the legisiatoras. Nor did the couniy offlcers
escape eondemnation. These meatings are to
lead up to a general oisizens’ movement on

.

¥, Lee,

eleotion day to prevent the Monmouth race-
traek people getting control of the eounty
offices. The league is out for a general fight
againat everything that smells of the race
course.

Up in Paterson the loague inen are assisting
in she formation of a new reform league to
fight not only race traokas, but all vicleus
legislation, and particularly that kind which
has increased offices and salaries and added to
the tax rate. Thelir war ory 18 better men for
the Leglslature. It is to be s Citizens’ League,
with the gualifying word ‘ Reform,” and they
promiase to support independent men.

In Camden County the Citizens’ ILoapzae has
found a eandidate for State Senator. His gelec-
tion has created a sensation. He is Howard M.
Cooper, a frlend of W. J. Thompson, the ‘ Duke
of Gloueester.” The league wanted to take up
Judge Howard M. Carrow, the man who placed
Gov. Werts in nomination, expeoting he ocould
gseeure the Demooratio indorsement, but
Thompson was against him. Whiles they were
casting about for s candidate, Howard M.
Cooper was quietly pushed forward and nomi-
nated. Mr. Cooper is a lawyer of no very de-
oided politioal conviotions 80 far as 18 Kknown.

Hae is President of the Security Trust and Bafe
Deposit Comypany, & Rew banking institution

organized s faw months ago in this oity, in
which “ Billy *” Thompson is largely interestad.
The parent imstitution is now buylng $250,000
of the bonds of Thompeon’s elaoiric rallway
Company. The bookmakers, Jockeys, and horae
owners at Glouncester are requested by the
*“Duke” to deposit with the Gloucesier branoh.
The whole affair 15 80 farcioal that it 18 probable
the Citizens’ Leagune wiil now be Iaughed out of
existenoce.

The Regnblioana hsve shown no particular
love for the Oitizens’ l.eague. They want Re-
publicans to vetes for the candidates they have
gselected and hope the oitizens’ movement will
draw from the Democratic Party. This faot
was emphasized by the refusal of the Essex
County Republican Committee to join with tho
Essex County DPemoeracy. an organization com-
posed of men opposed to the Democratic lead-
. ers oé the county, and institute a fusion move-
men

It {s expooted the Republican State Commit-
tee this year will really be sincere in 1its ettorts,
beocause of the possibilities of this and the next
Legislature. Major E. J. Anderson and John J.
Toifey ars members of the committee, and pax-
' tieularly astive thia year, because there 18 a
Btate Controller and a State Treaaursr to elect.
They held those offices before the Legislature
beocsme Democratic, and neither would object
to going back again. The State Controller and
the S8iate Treasurer are eleoted in the joint meet-
ing of the Lagislature. )

The United Btates Senatorial Sght begins with
this Fall’s contest. Gen. Bewell carrieain his vest
pooket the caucus nomination of the Republio-
ana, and he he would like to @ee Loth houses
Rapublican at that timae.

The State League of Republiean Clubs is {ry-
ing to get aconvention together, but the two last
State gatherings were such failures that they
ara feeling their ground carefully belfore riving
out the official oczall. The Republicans have haad

Joseph H. Gaskill.

more or loss tronble with the league becauss
of the sectionsl feeling in the Btate. The clubs
in the uppor part of tiie State think it hard to
have to Journey to a little country village like
Mount Holly to see the Fresident and Seeretary
of a Btate organizasion.

There are many yeoeuang Republicans who
elzim that the league is run in the interest of
cartain oliques in tiie Republican Party and that
1t is used for the edification of & few individ-
uals. No convention was held last year Dbe-
eause of the goneral lack of interest shown. It
will, however, meet the middle of this month
and elect new officers. It s likely Joseph H.
Gasklill, the President, will be re-eleoted.

. In this campzign the league will be nused as a
purveyor of campalgn literature for the State
Committee, and will also prepare some 4ocu-
ments of its own.

The Demooratio State Committee flourishes
noe trumpet. It inAeis regularly, but eays little.
The general meeting will be held within a week
and the plan of the ocampsign mapped ont
Allan MoDermott and Benjamin ¥. Lee are the
men who direct the mevements of the Demo-
oratd, The larter is generally known asg the
South Jorsey manager and the former as the
goeneral BState manager., Lee iz Treasurer of
the State Committes. He has just returned
from Chicacgo and 18 familiarizing himself with
all the Iaota in the present contest.

The Demooratio majority in the last House
was 18. Iv is possible thas it may notbe so
large this year. It will be Imposagible to s8Ry
how large it:wlill probably be until the charac-
ter of the nominaiions is known. In evme of
the close counties thers may be changes, but it
is impossible to indicate them now.

The Republicans are sounting on a general
political revolution this Fall This they have
devoutly prayed for during the past four years,
and each year their defeat grows worse,

The Demoersatic S8tate Committee will smooth
out faotional troublea in the several countips
and prepare the way for an active and ener-
gesio campaign in which all hands will be
united.

There will he considerable mnew material
eleoted to the Homnse, for twenty of the Demo-
oratio Assembliymen have servad thelr two con-
secutive tarms. Thse indieations are that the
foliowing Democrats will bereturned: Thomp-
son, Harrigan, Armitage, Olark, Byrne, Ol-
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vaney, Kearns., Peal, BEarrett, Carroll, Kelly,
Chamberlain, ©’Brien, Fiynn, and S8heppezd.
Tke Senatorizl fights will be in Essex, Mon-
mouth, Unlon, Someraet. Glouensatsr, Salemn,
Warren, and Camden. The oonteat Wwill be
worth watching in Union, Somerset, Glouceater.

and Camden. Here the tight will bo close and
fleroce.
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