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WOODROW WILSON
MAY BR NOMINATED

Princeton’s President Sprung as
~ a Surprise on Eve of Jersey
Democratic Convention.

NOT KNOWN IF HE'D ACCEPT

The Katzenbach Boom Meets a Sud-
den Check—Fight Over the Sun-
" day Plank in Platform.

- Special to Tha New York Times.

"TRENTON, ' Sept. 16.—To-night, on the
eve of the Democratic State Convention,
the Governorship situation is very much

clouded. The Mercer delegahon is push-
ing the candidacy of Frank I. Katzen-
bach, Jr., but l\.gmmething appears to be
wrong. The expected Katzenbach enthu-
slasm has not come from the delegates as
they arrived.

Where does ex-United States Senator
James Smith, Jr., stand? is the question
asked; on every side. About 9 o'clock it
came out that Smith, James Ungenst,

Howard Carrow, and ‘‘Duke' Thomp-
son were-over in New York City for a
conference on the proviem of defeating
Katzenbach for the nomination to-mor-
row. When {t was whispered that Waod-
row Wilson, President of Princeton Uni-
versity, was the dark horse with which
Smith was to defeat Xatzenbach's nom-
{nation it was said in well-informed quar-
ters that Smith had obtained the consent
of the Presldent of Princeton to use his
name before the convéntion and that
Smith would come here to-morrow at 11
o'clock and place Wilson's candidacy be-
fore the Essex Democrats In their cau-
cus.

Well informed Democrats to-night
stated that tne . rdission of Smith In
New York City was to get Thomp-.
son and Carrow in line to support
Wilson in the convention to-morrow and
that Ungenst was, rounding up delegates
by telephone and telegraph. It is known
that Passaic is against the candidacy of
Katzenbach and willing to follow Smith's
lead. .

Where Hudson will be if Smith offers
Wilson's name to-morrow, ig a problem.
Robert S. Hudspeth of . Hudson, gChair-
man of the Democratic State Committee,
was unable to answer to-night. He said
that Hudson would be for Iatzenbach,
but soms few of the Hudson delegates
here did not know for whom they would
vote, ,

When the story about Smith's actlvity
for Woodrow Wilson became noised about,
the IXatzenbach boomers went wild with
excitement. They denounced all attempts
to take the nomination from their~candi-
‘date and said that nothing could be done
by Smith or any one else to-take the nom-
fnation from Mercer now.

Robert S. Hudspeth will likely be the
convention’'s Chairman. He {s an old
hand at this business, and will be an effi.
clent officer. Confirmation was gotten
from 2 well-informed source that If Katz-
enbach is nominatef he will be cut by
the Essex Democrats.

While there is no one here to-night to
speak authoritatively for the Essex Dem-
ocrats, it was learned that they favored
a plain “open Sunday' plank in the
party platform under the name of per-
sonal liberty. Hudson does not want any
such plank.” They say that the saloons
are open now anyway, and favor leaving
the situation -alone, only putting in a
plank modifying the Bishops' law,
| Passaic is opposed to this and quite fa-
vorable to the Essex open Sunday idea,
An open Sunday plank would kill all hopes
of Katzenbach landing votes here or in
South Jersey, and naturally such a propo-
sition Is not acceptable here,

At 10 o'clock Judge Howard Carrow ar-
rived. He admitted being at a confer-
ence with Smith and Thompson, but would
neither affirm nor deny the alleged plan
of Smith- to defeat KXatzenbach with
Woodrow Wilson, President Wilson has
repeatedly declared that nothing could
induce him to accept the nomination. Some
of the Katzenbach people to-night said
that. if they were posltive that Smith
and Davis had given up hope of land-
ing the Governorship this year, hecause
of harmony between the Republican reg-
ulars and the Colbyites, and were plan-
ning to sacrifice a South Jersey. man,
he would get out of the race at once.

The situation Is very much mixed, and
the convention to-morrow promises to be
a very hot one,

An effort will be made to-morrow to
commit the convention to an indorsement
of William J. Bryan as Presidential nom-
inee in 1808. Bryan boomers are to-
night working with the delegates. They
are members of the Progressive Demo-
cratic League of New Jersey, just formed
in Newark. The President of the league
is Congressman Willlam Hughes of Esgex.

Several Wew York Bryan boomers sre
here aidlng the plan. The scheme has:
taken most of the delegates by surprise, |
and the fate of the scheme Is in doubt, i

On the eve of the State Democratic |

Convention the Newark leaders were still |
hopeful of success last night. Ex-United |
| States Senator James Smith, Jr., who In-
| sists that he §s out of politics, beyond
 having a keen interest in Democratic suc-
' cess, expressed deep regrets at the re-
‘tirement of ex-Judge Child from the race,
but said that any one of several of those
mentioned by the Democrats would win.
- Asked who would be the possible can-
didate, ex-Senator Smith said he felt kind-
ly toward the candidacy of Tom Martine
of Union, ex-Mayor Katzenbach of Tren-
ton, Henry 8. Terhune, Howard Carrow,
and Thomas Ferrall, all of whom seem
to be strong candidates. He also thought
that. President Woodrow Wilson of]
Princeton would appeal to every section
of the Btate. |

There is considerable douht as to wheth-

er President Wilson would accept the
nomination on the strong *‘ wide-open*
Sunday platform that may be adopted by
the convention. Otherwise, it is thought
by many that he would acecept if the
nomination were tendered to him.
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