BOARD BACKED-DOWN

Drop Turnpike Purchase -
Scheme

COURT ORDERS SERVED

Charges Thai Members of the Board
Had Acted lllegally and Were
Interested in the Deal

Members of the Camdén County Board
of Freebolders almost fell over each other
yesterday In their haste to rescind thefr
1ll-adrised action at & previous meeting in
voting to purchase two unprofitable turn-
pikes at about double thelr value.
change of front was bronght about by legal
proceedings fnstituted by counsel for Dr.
Willis H. Funt, a taxpayer, who secured
from Justice Garrison writs of certlorarl
to carry the turnplke'desl to the Supreme
Conrt_for review. He secured restrafn.
ing orders pending argument s to the le-
gality of the board's actlon. The certlorarl
proceedings will be dropped, now that the
board has backed down.

Lawyer Archer had the restraining or-
ders In his pocket when the board met yes-
terday,. but he-gave the members.an op-
portnnlty fo square themselves. They
quickly grasped at the chance.

‘The board first knocked out the Ellisburg
turnpike purchase. Then Lawyer Archer
stepped forward and served the Testraining
ordet in this case. 'The board then reseind.
ed thelr action in buying the Camden and
Westfield turnpike, and the other restrain-
ing order was served.

The purchase of the two roads, togetber
with necessary Tepalrs, would have cost
the county meariy $100,000. This would
have shoved up the connty tax rate from
elghteen 1o twenty-four cents more than
it was last year. In the petition for a cer-
torarl it was alleged that the purchase of
the tarnpikes had been lilegally consummat-

and that two of the Freeholders were
interested by holding stock and judgments.

The board decided to readvertlse for pro-
posals for an estension to the Blackwood
Asylum, as the lowest bidder, Willlam Sev-
erns, had failed to Inclose his bond with
his bid. Severns’ bid was for $37,030, and
some of the members tried to have the con-
tract awarded to B. F. Sweeten & Son for
$40,457.14, as the next lowest bid. New
bids will be recelved on May 10.




