BLUE JACKETS
HBHT FLAMES
I LUMBER YARD

Fully Equipped- -They Push
Off From Cruiser Etruria’
to the Jersey Shore

BA cén Wit ‘BTSA’ZE‘ ’

—~——r-

Mayor Sends Letterto Commander
David—Baird's Big Plant Scene
of Disastrous Conflagration

One bundred sailors from the Italian
cruiser Etruria, now lyig in the Dela-
ware river, off Race street, materially
assisted the Camden firemen yesterday
afternoon in  preventing a fire from de-
stroying the plant of David Baird & Co.,.
foot of Pearl street. While the flames
did. damage to the extent of $50,000,
there would have been a much heavier
loss but for the excellent work of the
bluejackets.

- It was shortly after 1 o'clock when the ™
fHames were discovered in the engine
room by Howard Mulford. His efforts
to estinguish the tiny blaze proved futile.
In a few minutes the.fire bad:eaten its
‘way through the inflammable wooden
structure and the long, red tongues had
commmicated with the spar shed. From.
this they leaped about twenty feet into
the saw and planing mill. All these
etructures -were blazing fiercely when
the Camden firemen responded to a gen-
eral zlarm.-

Itallan Jackies Dusy

It was-at tbi'a\jtmc'mra that a hundred
white. czpped tailers in command of
Lieutenant Alyigina ' Guardsumarsina
mzde their landing &t -the Pearl ‘street
wharf in Camden. They were assembled
by a-bugler and-with band axes, hoseand
other apparatur ‘ihey ied. forth to
combat the flamés which were fast eat~
ing their way through the L‘dmsﬂ'e : yard
of the plant. -

Many of the Bluejackets' swere "bar:-
footed, ~buf.mne t:f these s‘lopped when
burning= “Entountered: They
rushed  through ﬂme and, smokel with,
all the vim and atdor that sharacterize
the-saffor when in actioh. .
~Attacked Blaxing FPlanks
L+ There was a huge lumber pile that
stood near a shed that contained severa}
.Inmdmi thcusand feet of valusble tmm-
ber~ When the flames communicated
with this the seilors, summoned by the
bngler made an attack on the great

Jong T:fnmg planks. Like veritable tro-
jans they worked, running up to the
fafes with their axesand knocking the
timbers in all dlrechons.

The smoke was dense enough to make
even the professional fire fighters seek
cover, but the men from the Etruna
stood ‘their ground and managed to save
much of the_timber.

Hands and Feet Scorched

For over two haurs they continued in
service. Surgeon De Silvestor, "with an
assistant; had a busy time attending the
burned feet and hands and scorched
faces of his compatriots. They had a
typical Red Cross outfit with them and
when they had ended their work there
was little left of the tape and liniments.

It was only after the fire was prac-
tically estinguished that Lientenant
Guardsumarpina gathered his men about
him and returced to the Etruria. There
were several thousand persons on the
surrounding wharves and buildings and
these gave three lusty cheers when the
valiant sons of Italy left for the cruiser.

Fire- & Scorcher

The fire was an extremely fierce one,

fed as it was by thousands of feet of
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choice timber. Firemen Harry, Green

and Rollo Jones, of No. 1 Truck-Com-

gan Wwere overcome by the Intense

eat)-but they were quickly revived, the

former by the Italisn surgeon. Fireman
Jobh Lutz and Policeman George Kap-
el had severely burned hands" mamd by
m‘geon De Silvestor also.

Jr.,-a member of the firm,
said he approximats e damage done
at nbout 550000.' All the bmldmg- and

. The-structures

burned mclnded a spar shed, 60 by 100
cet. flanmg mill, 40;100 !eet, and a
ber shed.  About 4,000,000

eet of timber was in tbe yard, but
muoch of this was saved tnmugh the
ﬁmd ‘arL of the salors and the Cam-

The Pbﬂaﬂk’lp‘nl -tugboat Stohley also
rendered ('xrdlent service when the
was at its hel

It 1 not deﬁm(ely known how the
fire originated, but it is believed to have
been causcd by a spark generated by the

\Il\'nr Charles H. Ellis and many city
and couut\' o[ﬁcm]s were interested wit-
nesses of the fire and the manner in
which the Italian sailors and the firemen
fought the flames. Mayor Ellis said
the_ bluejackets were deserving of much
praise for their aid, which came unso-
licited but nevertheless at an opportune
moment.

Mayor Thanks Sailors

Directly after the fire Mayor Ellis sent
the following Jetter of uppremtmn to
Captain Pencoli,, of the Etru

Mayor's omc.‘
Camden, N. J.. Juoe 17, 1907.
Captain Riccard Perlcoli,
Commander Itsian Crulser Etruria,
I‘hllnﬂ@lphla. Pa.

Bir: On behalf of the people of
Cnmuzn I express to you my hearty and
sincere thanks for the efﬂdtnl um‘Lhzrolc
gervice rendered today by bers of

r crew at the d!sastmns nre on the
tiver front of Camden.
n the scene within a rew m!n-

w, and 13
the brave boys of the Etruria my slacere
appreclation and thanks for thr(r magnif-
cent work. AR‘"V respectful

While the fire was at its hex ht aferry-
boat was making its way to.Philadelphia.
Both the forward and stern rails were
crowded with passengers watching the
flames, which made a_brilliant pmnre,
mirrored, as they were in the water.

“T wonder whose place is burning?”
marked a man in thé cmwd addrmng
the man standmg by his sid

“That’s ’ was the quiet re-
:omdér nl the sén dsked, as  he
walked away. man was David

the owner of the saw mill in
whiehl the fire Atu'led



