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NOW EIGHTY YEARS OLD, IS PROUD OF ITS WONDERFUIL GROWTH
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and Figures

den beeame an mcorporated aty.
4, and just now the eritizens are look-
iz bach over these years and recalling
with a pardonable pride the epochs that
iave made 1t a community of homes, of
plendul industries and of clean, pro-
Jgressnye government.  Luckly, Camden
has comparatively few moss-bunkers and
“in consequence it has always been mn
.the van of the modern <pinit that means
o much o American municpalitics.
AVilh an encrgetic cxeru&i\c, with a re-
e

IGHTY years will have passed on
£ Friday. February 14, sinee Cam-

L2 N,

ICity on Saint Valentinels.Day, Will
i, Observe the Anniversary of ~Iff;s
- Incorporation---Some Facts

Concerning

“Slow Town” Across
: the River

atmg epizedes ocumred in thns buslding,
but 1t withetood the mbes of the residests
until the euly *i0<. Then the “pro-
sresenves” began apitating the question of
having a_new bulding. but it was not
untit 1875 that the present <tencture on
Haddon avenue. then a corn field, was
erecled. And what a howl went up ol
over the ¢ty.  “The adea of bwlding a
ity Hall avay out on the out<kints.”
True. 1t was fiflcen munntes’ walk fiom
the ferey_and thirty mutes by the old
Camden” Horse Railroad Company. Well,
the City Hall as it stands today, wus
bult, and all around 3t and for blocks
besond are 1o Le teen tome of Camden's
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Now the

™ Y .
questicn 16 bemg agitated for a more
and

3{}\@ representative bucinecs men of the

ity and « i who are
anticipating an even greater Camden,
the future bids well.

Although theie was a seftlement in
what js pow (amden lite mn the seven-
enth contury, it did not discard sts
anaddling dothes until Jong years after.
It was in 1828 that the 1143 persons
wwho made up the district bounded by
the Delanare river and Sixth street and
LCooper and Line strect concluded that
[Rhey ehould become an mncorporated com-

funity  This was hrought about prinei
$ally as a result of the cromds that cross.
el the nver from Philadelplut on Son-
days and did preity much as they pleas-
&l 1o the discomfort and anger of the
townspeople. o a bill was prepared,
and on  February 14, of that year, the
Liegislattre adopted 1t, thus maling Cam-
den the proud possessor of a charter.
Samuel Laming was elected the first

Alaror.
ey

S0 Far, So Good

%%
%Eﬁ'hi( was all very well, but Camdenites
¢kafed over the fact of being a part of
Gloucceter county.  There were those
who thought they rhould have a county
af; their own, but Gloucester strenon
shjected to baving ruch 2 goodly portion
eliced off for the Denefit of the new city.
Under the leadership of Captain John
Y, Mickle, however, the Camdenites car-
sied the war into the Legislature and
2 result Camden county was created.
A fter this matters went along smoothly
igtil 1846, when the question arose as
$d which community should be the coun-
.eeat. Camden was oppored by Long-
#Coming, pow Berhn. Matters wased
&eeedingly warm, the rurabtes aiding
ng-a-Coming. the citics Canden.
#«Exven yct _old 1esidenls rpeak of the
strepuous  times w awesome ywhispers.
Finally the question was_decided at a
sticcial clection and Cainden lost. Tos-
el of that persisteney that has made
spnch for _the success of the oy, the
rezidents dul not give up hy any means.
ey carmied the fight to the Legislature
a_rew clection was ordercd. This
ine Canuden was the victor. The farm-
g5 made all rorts of charges, but Cam-
o semained the county ssat and ot
E:(I-’sent the wiedom of that selection is
arent. -
< Now for T Han
G0 soon ae Camden became an incor-
Rarated <itw Alayor Laning end hia coun-
7 relore decided. that there mnst be some
ce phee. At first the
? was Jocaled on the second
Third

B

L City Tlall, courthouce and jail”
voy located on Tederal eticet. helow
ifth, where gtoed the obl market, bum-

el duown serveisl years ago. Maby ex-

1d | ycare azo, the north, mi

: modern building, the
consummation of the plan not  being
such an adle dieam as <eems 1o be the
impression.

Dark Dn3s

Camden made steadv increases in its
population from the time ot its mcor-
poration untjl 1836. Up to that vear
therc seemed to be every evidence that
1t wonld coon be a citv of many thou-
s, Tlundreds had moved acioss the
niver and come from dictant Jands to eet-
e there, bul a catastrophe oceutred on
March 1%, 1856, which retarded ils

rowth,  \Wlile crossiug the mver the
ferryboat New Jercey, crowded with pas.
senzcrs, caught five. he mver was full
of 1ce_and there was little opportunity
of gning aid. In consequence stty-ome
<ouls periched. Even vet that tragedy is
often _referred to by the older recidents
with horror.

This made many return {o Phiadel-
plia and_caused others to fear gomng to
Camden Dbecause of the fear of crossing
the Defawarc. Then came the panic ni
1857 which alco had a deterrent effect.
Bl better times were coming for ihe
hittle aity and when more epportunity

was given 3t by the revised chatter of
18767 the poprlation began  increacng
again. DBy 1380 there were over 40,010

en, women and cluldren within the
city’s confines. In two decades this had
more than doubled and now there is
close to 100,000 inbabitants. With in-
creasing territory, it only bLeing a_mat-
{er of time when Merchantyille, Collings-
wood, Woodlynuoe, Haddontield, Glouces-
ter City and other commumtics will be
abeorbed, Caniden will very soon have
many thousends added.

Spirit of I'rogrees

A« to the aty’s government, there
i« everywhere in evidence a spirit of
‘progress. Especially ia this so with ref-
erence 1o ihe fire and police service.

‘oncerning the former, Camden Jomts
with pride to the fact that last year thy
fice Jossca did not exceed §125 000, The
present fire department is the oute
gronth of the old volunteer organiza-
tions of nearlv half a century_ago.
There were_the Perseverance, the Niag-
ara, the Weccacor and other olunteer
companies which id valiant eervice, but
owi rivalrey much valvakle

toperty was lost in sanguinary battles.
A A _paid fire department was
created consisting of five commissioners,
one fire marshal and two assistants.
Thus was Camden among the first of
New Jersey's towns to bave men paid
to fight the flames. Frun that humble
begmning grew the present force wof
nearly a hundred men under the direc-
tion of Chief Samuel Flreth.

In the police department, under the
direction of Chief Elcha A. Gravenor,
there are 135 men, the outgrowth of a
force of three men who srmccted fort;

dle and south
warde. Ilecently twenty-five men were

added to the force, among them heins |

<everal mountei aen tn Jook after ne
suburban eectiods of -the- city. Thesc
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Thave alicady proved ther value.  As to
ferime there 135 little of 1t cacept of w
petty - mature and when the occeron
atses the majests of the Jaw 15 upheld
n saddt 4 manner as to goe the e
pression that nowhere an the State s
there a Dutter  exenphhication of the
deelaration that *Jetey justice moves
swiitly™ than in Camden.
And Camden Water -

Camden’s water 15 admittedly without
& peer. It s drawn from artesian wells
and everv du over 100000 gallons
of 3t 1+ rent throuch the mames. This
comes flom a $GO0VN0 plant at Moms
Statron. nhich 13 alnays hailed as “Cam-
den’s greatest asset.” Plans are under
way now to auzment this plant. The
aty’e pret water plant was established
after con=derable_controversy n
4t Pavenma. The Delanare River water
wac ,pumped throuzh the uams for
sears, In conscquence the harvest of
death from typhod fever was great. In
the mmeties the contazion amfested 1t~
self m ruch an alirmmng marllm'rt that
the artestan plant_was proposed. was
not put in operation until 1808, but the
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chanae m the water supply was at_once
appaient m the beiter health of the
. Wiile a hundred new <a-es o
taphoud fever within a mounth pror to
that time was by no means unusual,
subsequent 10 the mstallation of the
new supply, 1~ than half a dvren were
reported within 4 hhe pertod,  Last
vear there were but 3§ cases, of this
direase and most of them were traced
to other aitree.

Camden has manv miles of pued
elrecte. All the pomapal thoroughfares
are asphalted as a result of oo agitation
that began over a decade azo. nly
lately the prinapl ontlets ot the aty
were ordered paved with that materal
—YFederal street from Cooper Creek to
Twenty fifth street, lladdon asenue
from Lme street {o Ierry aienue, an

reck.
The Public Schools
Then there are the schools, wlich are
cducating an armyv of nearly 12,000
children. Four additional miodein school
ildings were recently feted, mak-
ing in all thirty-four, with a commo-

ton

dious lugn siiod  As has already been
shown by The Inqurer i a presious
avtile. Camden™s educational ~y-tem 1<
of the highest ogder. which has been
demonstraled repeatedly by the pujsls
\r\umm-.: first prizes a4t contests o ex-
iihitionz of natiomil prowmmence.
Camnden 15 & aty of charghes. Within
its confinee there are (oecyto 4 hundred
churchez and e miseions of all denomina-
tions.  In coeequence of this compa
tively meat d urchzumg ho-t. ihe eny
e peculal  triet on Sabbatarian ques-
ton~.  This nas elidenced a year or <o
azo when certam dealers sought to sell
on Sundav as on other days of the neck,
Jn conscquence the laws were enforced
to such an extent that the Sundays.
for several months, <avored of the famon
Ture New England Sabbaths of Punitan

51| Broadwav from Emerald street to New- | gy

When Andiew Carnemie wa: nidding
him=elf of his wealth some yeais ago,
estabhehmg librares m many aties of

e country, 1t was suggested that he
be asked to contribute romething for the
henefit of the book-loving public of Cam-
den. For months this uatter hung fire,
but Dr. Dowhng Depjamin  finally
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brought the subjeet to an s~ue by ap-
pealing to the Scotch wronmaster. As 4
result it war not long befure $100,000
was <ent to Camden with wlich to buld
« hbrary wath the proviso that the ity
expend $10000 annualle for tts main-
tenante. “This was agresd unon and a
structure was erecled at Broadwav and
Line streete that 1 not only pleasmg
to the cye bewause of architectural em-
hell’shments, but aleo on account of the
thousands of volumes that are circulated
to over 1300 men. nomen and children.
CHy of Tlomes

Camden has approwmatels over 20-
00 homes,  These are of all kinds, from
the more pretentions structures m which
the wealthy reside to the humble but
homehke dwellings in which the grea:
bulk of the inbabitants hve. And with
the coming spring hundreds of addi-
twnal dwelhnge Wil be crected i the
outlving ditrrets,

There is aleo o pubhe
being slowly but surelv developed. an
1f Masor Charles H. YIhe has lus way
there will be several squares, a 1ecrea-
tion pier or two and beautiful shade
trees throughout the aty. He proposes

ark which is
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10 have one day cach year ret awde to
be Lnown as the “Dav of the Citv Beau-
tiful” devoted to making Camden bet-
r from an artictic aud orderly “stand-
point, X

s to Camilen’s business interests. thay
are legmion. With a river front of sev-
eral nules backed by the Cooper creek
there is ample natural provision for m-
dustrial concerns of a varted charcter.
A\ new era 1s heralded from the faet thae
the creek ia to be decpened by the govern-
ment =0 that craft of fairly deep draught
may use . Already a number of -
dustrial manufactunig plants have six-
mited their_ intention of locatmng alowy
the bauks of the stream and before manv
Jears there promises 1o be onc complete

5

1 j chain of industries.

Just 1 Review

At the aunual gathering of the Board
of Trade last week the value of some
of the city’s manufactories was expressed
something in this wice: “Camden has
within ats border a population of mearly
300,000, and shipbuilding firms that can
cither supply a launch or the greatest bat-

tleship; the largest lace curtamn manu-

S ESADERTCE

factory n Awena; a talliog waclune
that speaks every known language; iron
worh~ that make cnough mpe to mrdle
the carth: leather manufactoties that tan
shins Ttom all parts of the globe; the
largest furniture house, whose products
reach to the Philppines; banks and trust
companies whase resources are not ai-
ferted by panics; bnoleum worhe, whish
manufaclie onerlE the country’s whole
product: a plint whoee kitchene annuallv
irake cnoug}n soup o float all the vessils
bult 1 our shipyards. a michle worhs,
which Turnishes Unele Sam with matenal
or slot machm2s; a dJepartment store,
whose experiment has proved a  de-
cided  <uceess; pen works, whield pro-
duce two-thirds of the pens u<ed n the
world; an capanded metal wworks—tha
waterial  produced  there will stretch
from Maine_to Texas and its mills riva!
the largest.™

So. with the thousands_of homes,
scores of induetries. 1t< charitable instic
tutions and_the mamiold ercations of a
modern avihzation, Camden 1s a saty
whieh 13 not slow, thich 1s always iu the
van of$progress and muniespal myprove-
ment in ali lines of endeavar.
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