LAMBERT AT LAST
PAYS THE PRNALTY

THE MURDERER OF BAKER KAIRER HANGED
IN THE CAMDEN COUNTY
JAL

PRUI[SIH] INHOGENGE 10 THE END

HE SAID STEVENS FIRED THE
FATAL SHOT

The Exccution Devold of Seans.
“tional Featnren—Lambert Walked

. Firmly to the Gallowa—H

tory of Iljn Remark-

Nicholas Theodore Lambert died on,
the gallows In the Camden county 15\11
yesterday. He was hanged for the

death closes a case that was remark-|
able chiefly for the extraordinary ef-
forts to save the condemned man from'
lhe gallows. Lambert was a bad man.
his youth up he )md

criminal, Hy had sorv ed time in prison
for burglary and admitted w hl!» awalt-
ing trial for murder that he bad robbed
a4 score or more of houses In an
aroun@ Camden. But he denled that
he had fired the shot lhat killed Kairer.

Josian Stevens, who was associated
with him In the Kairer robben’ was
the real murderer.

Yesterday was the fourth date that
had been fixed for Lambert's execu.
tion. Once he was reprieved by Gov-

. The Marderer.

-
ernor Werts. Twice the United States
Supreme. Court interfered and .post-
poned, the hanging. The law flnally
claimed fts victim after e\ery ordlnary

and several extraordinary procedures
hda bean resorted to to avert. lhe death
penalty.

Firm In the Face of Denth,

Lambert's death was devold of sen-
sation, as executions go. He walked
to the scaffold without assistance. He
did not fiunk in the face of death.
There was barely time for a whispered
good-bye to the Sheriff and he was
launched into eternity. Ie was!

an, on the gallows that ended |
John HII's life about three years ago.|
It was erected in an unused and hait-|
finished room on the top floor of the
county jall bulldlng at the northwest
corner ‘of Broadway ‘edera
streets. The death chamber is dlrectl)‘
over a part of the jall that is being
ﬂhed up for the use of female prls-‘

“The scaffold stood over against a
blank wall. On the other side win-'
dows let a flood of light into the bare

e Oserhead were the gaunt raf-
tors suppocting the oot

The heart-rending farewells between
the condemned man and hls mother
and other relatives and friends had
been uttered the night before. As the
,tlme drew on toward midnight the
condemned seemed to realize for the
first tme that there was no further
pe of escaping the death penalty.

T can’t sleep,” he sald to Constable
Hunter, one of his death waten. 1
feel oppressed, as if there was a heavy
welght Inside.” 1 hope I will be able to
walk to the gallo

£ 1 oelock Lambert sat down at &
nite table tn his cell and for three
hours he was busy with his pen writing
farewell letters. There were six of
these misslves. The longest one was

- He thanked his lawyer
and reiterated his assertion.that he did
not fire the shot that killed Kairer.
One of the Jetters was to Mrs. Isabella
ipley. a resident of South Camden,
Whn had displayed great interest In
his case. The others were to personal
Continued on Third Page.

LAMBERT OK THE. GALLOWS. .



LAMBERTS EXECUTION

-CON‘TU\DED FROM FXRST PA

g

friends. In all these missives Lam-
bert gave expression to his religious
faith and the bellef that he had divine
forgiveness of his sins,
r for.the. Rope.
Al ock the spiritual advis-
ers of (he cnndemn 4 man entered

grew calmer, and when /his break-
fast. which conslisted of half a dozen
fried eggs, potateos and coffee, was
sent In from a restaurant opposlie the
Jall, he ate heartily.

At 9 o'clock the suit of black cloth-
Ing that nad been ordesed for his ok
ecutlon a year ago, was brought in
and he dressed himself for the gal- |
Jows. A barber had shaved him and |
trimmed his halr the previous night. !
He did not put on a collar.

e persons who were to witness
the exccution, in all less than forty,
gathered In_ the sheriff’s office shortly
before 10 o'clock. There was a jury
of twelve appointed by the court @
similar number of deputies,
the sherills regular assistants, Sher-
1ffs Wriggins, of Salem county,
Townrend, of Burlington county; and

A fow mewspaper men. AL 10 o'clock
Snerift Barrats led the way Into. tho

proper, then through a door into the
corridor on the Federal street side,
and up threc flghts of stalrs to the
place of execution.

This was the route that Lambert
took a few minutes later when he
walked to his doom. Chafrs had been
placed at each landing and there was
one on the scaffold, for use In case
the condemned man collapred. but
they were not needed. At five min-
ute arter 10 Sheriff Barrett smrted

| talked In whispers while they waited.
was _awalting the sum-
imons.  His hands were manacled be-
|hind his back, and with the minls-
ters In front. the Sheriff at his side
and Constables Hunter and Gardner,
[of ‘the. death wateh at his back, ne
started on the walk to the gallows.
On the Scaffold.

It was but a step from the doorway
of the executlon room to the foot of
the flight of stepx leading to the plat-
form_of the gallows. Lambert did
not Halt or Jook up. He and the Sher-
I walked with firm tread up the
 steps, The Sheriff had declined as-
sistance. He was cool and knew just
what to do, although It was hls frst
executon.

took his station on the

trap-doors directly under lne cross.
beam. His was. fixed on the |
blank wall dll’Ei:(l)' in front and his
back was toward the spectators. He
wavered slightly as the Sheriff slip-
ped the noose over his neck. Then,
just as the black cap was drawn over
ace, he whisper

ood-bye, Sherm *Goa bless you
‘ ye, Dory,” was the response,
‘snd the next instant the Sherllt took
a step to one side, pulled a lever, the
big trap-doors fell with a crash, and
the colored murderer was dangling
in_midair.

The fall was about elght feet. It Is
not probable thnt Lambert's neck was

o convulsions were
ToRE 11l dess had mot been pinioned,
but they were not drawn up in the
death agony. It was 10.13 when the
drop feil. Five minutes later Under

and the arms hung listless at the side
of the dangling body. At intervals a
convulsive tremor shook the body, but
these soon ceased, and at 10.27%
physicians pronounced life extinct.
| Borne to the Grave,
. The body was allowed to hang for
ten minutes longer before it‘was taken
own. Inan adjolning room an under-
taker was walting with the casket
that, like the death sult, had been or-
dered a year ago. On the lild was a
silver plate bearing the Inscription,
*Nicholas T. Lambert. Dled Decem-
ber 19, 1593. ged 21 years, 2 months,
19 days.
mbert had requested that the.doc-
tors should not mutilate his body, and
Sheriff Barrett saw that his wishes in
that respect were carrled out. In the
afternoon the corpse was taken to the
Johnsen Colored Burying Ground, on
the road to Merchantville, and interred
In 2 grave that had been prepared for

The crowd of several hundred people
that had gathered about the jail melt-
ed away soon after It became known
that Lambert had pald the penalty
of his crime. None of the relatives of
the murderer or his victlm were pres-
ent at the execution.

LAMBERT’S CRIME
A Remarkable Fight to Stave OX
the Denth Penalty.
_ Willlam G. Kalrer was murdered about

street, Camden. Previous to this there
had_been a ecore or more of hurglartes
in Camden and viclnity: and the police
seemed unable to catch the lrold bur-

rs. -
Ar. Kalrer's eldest son. Willlam G

the Tt o 3

As they siDDﬂ under a gas jet In the
parior the wooden biinds of “the front
window were dashed open and thres
shots were fized, The elder Kalrer was
£hiot throush the heart and fell dead In
;

2ot wecks mystery shrouded the mur-

In thls time many suspects had
heen arrested by the !{mllce and ali but
e had been relense

heodore Tamberty well Known as
crook and Xnown 6 be o desperate bur-
glar.

The first evidence dlrectly connecting

o Stevens: e insisted up 10 the last
that Stevens borrowed his revolver and

oth “were Indlcted, Tambert was

51h, enc
until after the trial of Stevens, which
ook place on September 20. He was

accul
r John L. Semple, who had been
slgned by the court to defend Lam-
bert, applied to Chancellor McGlll for o
wrlt of error. This was refused. The
Governor granted a feptieve from De-

cembe 1% Janua. o
cember 4, just one year from the date
of the murder. ecember 13—the

day Lambert was to have been hunged
—the Hoard of Pardons heard the ca

Supreme Court Jumm Garrison was
asked for o wrll of habeas corpus. This

S pareniptorlly used. Next Chlet
Justice Beasley w;\s n]\p!u]ﬂl to, He
likewise refused. Juy Dallas, of

the United States Loun, 5 Phllad x hh
Semple now went.. fe feferre
to Judge Qreen, of the Thtied " States
Dlsmct Court _at
The iz was set down for January
2, e day before Lambert: was 1o be
hanged. Lawyer Semple went to Tren-
ton to And Judge Green, but the latter
ad gone away,
r Semple at once jumped a tratn
for \\nshlngmn. hunted up Justice Shi-
ras, and induced him to issue a satay

to

lhe Sheriit un hour before the time fixed

tor the ezecutlon.
Th next move In te remarkable case
e_dismissal of the appeal by the
Tafted Sthtes Supreme Coutt Governos
Werts at once lssued a second death
yarrant fixing the execution for ‘June

A writ of habeas corpus was refused

-



