A LEGAL PECULIARITY.

{awyer Semple Clalms Hurderer Zambart
Sheald be Discharged en the Ground
That Hels Legally Dead.

T0 BE ARGUED SATURDAY.

Attoraey's Reasons For His Novel Plea—
Bland’s Substitute ¥or the Oarlisle Cur-
rency Plan—Thiuks it Will Balve the Fi-
nance Problem—A Vote on it WUl hesa-
Falr Tast of the Sllver Question.

By Telegraph to TR2E PATRIOT.

CAMDEN, N. J., Dec. 19.—A peculiar legal
move was made to-day by Lawyer Johm L.
Bemplo before Judge Garrison in bebalf of
Theodore Lambert, who is under sentonce to
be hanged on Jannary 3. Lambert was to
have boen hung for murder on Decomber 4
last, but Lawyer Semple obtained a r¢~rieve
from the governor until January 3, pernu. ~
an application to the board of pardons for n
commautation of seatence. The board re-
fused to interfere and to-day Mr. Semple
went into court and asked for the discharge
of his client from prison on the ground that
he ia legally deed.

Mr, Semple’s contention was that under
the constitution the governor had no right to-
reprieve Lambert and as he was not exe-
cated on tho day fized by law he canrot
now be hanged legally and should be die-
charged as the law has mno claim en him.
Mr. Semplo asked for & writ of habeas corpua.
to release his cliout and Judge Garrizon eet
dowu voxt Saturday to hear the argument in
the caze.



