FROZEN EROM BELOW

Theory Advanced By Miners In tha Klon-
dike to Explain Great Depths
of Frozen Ground,

MOSS ADDS TO THE DIFFICULTIES,

Effectually Conceals Outcroppings of
Quartz Leads, and Makes Proapecting
Extromely Laborious—lohn R, Wate
son Tells of Bame of the Pecullart
tew of th North,

*“The dificulties of mlnll!l tn un
Kiondike huve not beer

the lesat” suld John T, Wa o a4 ne
Grand Central hotel yesterday. “The
country is the most peculiar one I ever
vlalted and unlike, I suppose, any other
rth, unless it Is Blberia.’

Mr, Watson, who 18 one of the oldest
pioneers In lielena, left for Déwson
tast Jairuary, arrlying there June L e
had proposed to etey through the sum-
mer and the coming winter, but his
eyea began to trouble him, and he was
forced to return home and have an op-
erstion performed on them. e ex-
pects to return, but Just when he wiil
start will depend upon tire condition
of his eyes.

Mr. Walron opened the first ators In
Melena, le arrived at Last Chance in
2864, when there were not more than 25
persons ia the camp,’ Te had crossed
the nmm Wwith & 81 1, stock of gro«
‘upon his arrivel opened &
-torn lnd continued In busizess many
year: loes. lhrulllh the
Tanly Helena fires and several years
Tao ratived from active bustness. Ber
ing an old timer and famillar with
mining and mining booms, it yas but
natural that he should have an attack
of Klondlke fever and when he mads up
his mind to go he was as good as there,
3Mr, Watson crossed one of the Alaskan
nucel in Jln\lll” lnd with & party of

ped l time -( the head

, floating down to
The ald Beldn when'the 1ea weat out
e returned by way ot Bl Michacls,
leaving Dawson July 2t

“I do not think that hydraulle min-
1og will ever be wpplied with success
there,” he continued. “The ground is
frozen to . great depth, and the coun-

of e

deal of Umber, Whilg thero may b
rich velns of quartz, I don't eee how
they are golng to be discovered. They
Toay 101k sbout queTts mining All lhey
1¢ ut fn my opinlon, it will

ly years before it amounta to anys
thing up there, A€ It ever does, Lows
1ands and mountalns are covered with
this peculiar moss, which conceals the
formation as thoroughly as a yard of
30d would in this country. How they
are golng to find quarts veins through
1bdt mos 18 & mystery to mi they
dlscover any velns ft muat be by mera
sceident and » prodiglous amount of
work.
“The moss of that reglon. Is Indeed o
remarkable growth. As I sald before,
1t covers everything, and while it does
Dot offer unusual difficulties In winter,
13 yummer it practically prohiblte mi;
Ing or prospecting, Around Dawson,

ster
The mnow. o the.
meita and the moss s wiurated with
water, forming a kind of awamp in
which you sink up to your knees in
-mmx 1bout. As there is ho drain:
5o there to amount to snything, It Is
Tapansible to auw-e of thie water and
20 mining cannot be carrisd om I
summer, except in & very few be e
ime. ‘It you take a quantity of thls
moss and throw it over a chunk of ice
In the summer, the lce will be preserv-

covering it. Most of the miners I talk-
ed with up there Gelieve that the
frozen from beneath, and
n't any theory to account
for 1t, it seems certain (hat the whole
‘:ounlry was frosen before

made {ta"appearance, Tho moss thaws
In the summer, but below the mosa tha
ground .is frogen.

T am told by soms old-timers up
there that below the r Leds the
Broun froz mee s well
as winter, In “lnter, streams thet are
not rapld, freete to the bed, but there

par tho Yukon that never
freezs ‘over owlng to the current. It
secms strange to think that the river

d for an unhnown depth ls frozen
solid, dut well belleve that it Is
true, although X do- nn( know that It
Is s0.

s
“If powder could be used o advane
tage there, the frozen ground could ba.
blasted out, but a shot of slant men!y
blows & small hole In I r the
bottom of the shal e cans iy
be, and doen not 1 nny considerable
omount of ground loose, as It would
Bet off in rock. As you have héard,
the ground is thawed out from the top
by means of fires, bulll in pecu.
o dlmt e

heat dvwnward lo.
While thin method meems® pnmmva. 1
don't see Pow It can bo uproved upon
e thing 1 noticedovas tpat
are ot put. £ the expenne
Ing quicknitver an they used

silver 35 not needed wheu cleaning up
e sluices, excent fn rare cases.
‘Yes, the country fn wondertully
rich, but It Is greatly overdone. Nor-

there i3 o man there now, thers are
50,000. The people realize that the
camp 1s overdone and meny of them
are geiting out as fast as possiblo
Those who have money ace comlng out
now. elther up the river, which s the
(hespest and shortent route, or dow
fo &b Michaeln, which st this.scason
of th ear ln ihe canier way 16 £ out
In the spring end fall, however, the
Tiering sea 38 extremely rough and or-
dinartly In those seasons. the trip up
the river can be made with more com-
fort,

“There ate more men trom Mlontene
In that region than Irom
tate. T belier Taw at Gen
10 peraons:that § hed Known'around |
Heiena alone. 1 don't look for any
ecarcity of provisions. thix foll ot the
coming winter. There Is no iare dan
Eer of people atarting In that rountry
vow than (hero waw of the people who
¢ame lo Montana in the early deys of
the terrliory, In pl p there
moore and cartbo are ae Bumero
o bultato:seed to be ‘dome the-Tob
lowstone and as long as game s plen-

L Yoo .

Uful the miners are
a

not  golng to

rve. I think there are plenty of
il

t
provisions In thers now, ar Wil
all who remain in the Klon.
dike through the winter.

Ieast, for

be at



