Camden’s Spectacular Fire and Incidents-Attending “the Conflagration Which Licked Up Valuable Property
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More than five hundred thousand
dollars -worth of propertv destroyed,
three persons seripusly injuzed and half
a score of families forced to flee from
their homes were a few of the effects
of a di fire which d:
swept its way through the big plant of
the N. Z. Graves Paint and Vamish
Company, on Twelith street, Camden,
between Linden and Federal atreets.

It was the explosion of a mixing tank
that cauged the blaze, but no reason has
vet been assigned ifor the explosion, and
the only workman who was near the yat
at the time is now lying in a eritical

Explosion followed explosion with the
same deafening roar as that made by op-
posing batteries it a battle, and during
the three hours when the fire raged its
fiercest more than two hundred tanks
blew up.

Spectacolar Blare

From the epectacular viewpoint the
blaze was one of the greatest in years,
owing to the chemical nature of the
varnishes and raints which were Qe
stroyed. Flames mounted as high as
two hundred feet in the air and could
be plainly seen from ‘rwenty-first and
Market streets in this city.

Oiten as a vat exploded 2 dense mass of
black &moke would mount high towards
the heavens and then suddenly burst
open like a huge pyrotechnic and out
would come a large ball of flame. Then
suddenly the whole building would seem
to send up a solid square of flame that,
after becoming lost in the clouds of
smoke which hid the sky, would sudden-
1y veer to the east or west and set fire
to some small building. .

Not the least of the curious sights was
the throwing by fhe sun of a beautifal
rainbow whose arch was easily one hun-
dred feet long across a background of
smoke. The sun had caught the spray
from a fire hose and reflected.it across
the smoke. Another time, from one of
the small buildings which bad caught
fire, but from which no flames came,
{here issued a dense cloud of red smoke
which gradually changed to purple, then
became white and finally black.

Tanks Intact

While all these explosions occurred and
while the heat of the flames was o great
that it singed the hair of persons on the
opposite Fide of the street, thirty large
tanks containing from five to ten thou-
sand gallons of gasoline and benzine and
located almost directlyin the rear of the

blazing buildings, remained unharmed,

EXCITING SCENES
FEATURE BIG FIRE

Conf t'agraii:ﬂg in Paint and Varnish Works,
in Camden, Resulted in Destruction
of Much Valuable Property

although it was momentarily feared that
they, too, would explode. )

All but one of the eight buildings of
the Graves Company were either totally
destroyed or so badly damaged that they
will have to be rebuilt. Three houses .
were badly damaged and half a score of -
other houses ecorched.

The persons injured were Joseph Pease,
of 041 Kimball street, this city; George
Wanld, foreman of Fire Company No. 2,
and Peter Gray, a fireman.

Pease was the worhman who was near
the vat at the time the first explosion
occurred, and he was thrown high in the
air and had his face, arms and body
burned by=the-flames.

.. Jos
men in.an attack upon the flames. He
was mouanting & ladder leading fo the
room of a dwelling at 316 Twelith street
when the cornice of thé roof came off,
fell and struck him on the head and caus-
ed an ugly wound of the scalp. Ward
kept his hold upon the ladder and man-
aged to descend. He was immediately
hurried to the hospital. -

Firernan Peter Gray was burned by the
flaming benzine from a small tank which
exploded.

Attacked Flames With Vim

Although ome of the largest buildings
resembled an enormous cauldron when
they arrived upon the scene the Camden
firemen, nothing discoursged, attacked .
the fire with vim, and while they could i
not confine 1t to the one building, they i
did splendid work in saving a number of
emall houses of workmen hich surround
the plant, They also saved one of the
large buildings of the plant.

" Sshbridge and Visitor, |

from this aty, were sent to the fire, but
were unable to get up Cooper Creek,
which is in the rear of the plant, owing “a
to the ice and mud.. The Pennsylvama
Railroad’s fire tug Jamestown, however,
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got to the plant and dil efiectual serv-

Mavor Illis was early upon the scene
and had s hair singed while directing
the firemen.

In Philavelphia  great interest was
laken 1n the fire, and at ope time 1t
Inohed as though all Camden were ablaze

It was aoout hali-past eleven jeste.-
day mormng that Pease. wlnle working
m what 1s known a9 buwldig No. 1, at
the Greaves plant, m large three-story
brick strocture, tifty by one hundred aund
twenty five feet, waw suddenly hurled
from s feet Ly the explosion 3n 2 xat.
Accounts duffer as to what really occur
ted, but 3t 14 certam that there was un
evplosion. ‘thir bulding 1 uced partly
as" an offies bmliing and partly to mix
paints and sarniches. ;

Gieneral Alarm Sonnded
~ For a minute the flames did not spread
rapiily and a call was cent_to the police
lewdqguarters for a chemical engine.

By the time this apparatus ammived the
whole bumlding wus on fire and a general
alam was went in, )

In the few moments elapsing between

the call for the chermcal encine and its
arnval upon the scene several other ux-
plostous vecurred and caused the employ es
to flee for their lives. There were only
about fifty en, or onc-thind the regular
force, working yesterday.
" Aa’scon as thie firemen all arrived they
‘tried to s;ve bulding No. 3, which is of
the same mze and structure as the No. 1
Dutlding, but 1 vhich were stored one
 hundred_and eight large vats of varous
kinds of varmsh and paint, and all of
them combustible,

Between the two buildings was a nar-
row archway, and over this the fiames
crept and defeated the eflorts of the fire
fighters, Then began the series of ex-

losions that not only It up the chres,
but carred the fre to hulf a dozen
duelling houses.

[hese bmldings are double houses uml‘
are two and one-half stories ngh. When
the house at 306 Twelfth street caught)
fire all the other occupants of the row
started to throw ther household goods
m the street, and in several cases the
aparks set fire to bed clothing. later m‘
the day the residents, still fearful of theic
homes, secured wagons and carted their!

ongings away. ‘

Thought ot Ilx Ienw' Exis

QOne man, James Demsey, when e
found lns house atire, thought only for
a dozen of Plymouth Rock hens' eggs
which he had secured for the purpose
of raising some chichens. - Regardlews of
lus danger he dashed iuto the burning
bLuslding, secured ihe eggs, and  then
made his escape.

Drompt work by the firemen soon put
an end to the flames which lad attacked
the dwellings, but against the blaze
which raged m the two buildings of the
{:a.un, works the fire fighters were help-
less. It seemed that the more water was
poured upon the buildings the wickeder
the tlames arose. Not uxntil all the flgors
had fallen and everything burnable had
been concumed did the 1lames cease their
work of destruction, and the walls had
been so scorched that half of them fell
crashing 1nto the ntenor of the burld-

ings.
Tiesides the two large buildi

ble of the works eowght. Hre hog s

employes of the plant were able to get

all the horses and wagons out safely.

A. Graves, 0!
the plant, stated that he did not know
how great the loss would be nor could
e tell exactly how the fire started.
There is about $2G5,000 surance upon
the plant.

Backet Drizade at Work

Jater the residence at 1194 Linden
street, where lives George Brown, was
ignited. A bucket brigade did yeoman
service there. To add to the excite-
ment word reached the firemen that
the plant of the R. F. South Lumber
Comlgany. Federal street and ICooper
Creck, Dad been fired by sparks, An
engine company was withdrawn and sent
to the scene of the new blaze, which
was extinguished with a trifting loss,

4 the walls of No. 3 building fell,
forcing the firemen to abandon their
post, one of the recently purchased en-
@nes was left undersihe Fuins. It wasn't
there loug, however, a_rope being at-
tached and the steamer being pulled out
by _a hundred or so volunteers,

The first two_ dwellings to take fire
were those of C. W. Sleighs, 306, and
John Taylor, 304 North '.lg\\elﬂh street.
The other houses in the row are ten-
anted_as folowa: N

In 202 is Harry Smith: 300, vacant;
224 Frank Pullinger; 223, Mary Rass:
290, Jnsggh Eccles; 218, Charles, Sibert:
216, Fred Exler: 214, Heory Palmer;
212, Charles Mills; 210, Samuel Ivins.




