ARMED DESPERADOES SWOOP .
DOWN ON EAST-CAMDEN

Flrst Hold" Up Bridge Watch~
man, Compelling Him to’
Place Mask on Face of One
of the Bandits

Battle With Policeman After
Blowing Up Safe in Pavomai
Station—Shoot at  Tower"
Operator Who Telegraphs
for Help R

In true Wild West fashion five heanly
armed desperadces swooped down wpon
East Camden jesterday morming, and®
within two hours they had emptied their'
revolvers several times over, beld up o

‘bridge tender, cut telephone wires, blew

tp a fafe, ordered a train crew to move
ou, perforated a tower bouse with balleta
ard fnally made their escans. It mas
all done between 1215 o'clock. when the
bandits began operations at tha Stale
street bridgs over Cooper Creek, and 150,
when they gave final battle to policemen”

POLICRAAN. SELT

aud citizens out Federal strcet. and dis-
appeared m the darhness. .

Never in Camden county’s Instory.was
there such a bold intrusion. The bandits
iare supposed to be a part of the gamg—
| which murdered Operater Clendenen, neas
lJmey Shore, Pa,, and which has been
terrorizng railrozd operators and tower-
men in all parts of Pennsylvania 2nd
New Jerser recently.

! First Appearauce

| It was shortly after 12 o'cloch wltn
the bandits appeared at the State strest
bridge at Cooper’s Creel.. David Loug*
‘bead and Oscar Till, bridge tenders, had
just prepared to retwe for the’ mgﬁ‘
i Longhead left Till to go towz boat house
nearby He had been gone but-a short
‘time when Tifl heard voices in' the rear
of the bridge house. K
. DBridgeman Till obseried nueral men
standing at the end of the bridge, and be-
heving that they anticipated attacking
him he loched the doors and laid his r>
solver on the bunk. Suddenly the deer
was forced open and in tumbled five men.
Feur of the bandits were masked. In-
stantly the frightened ‘bridge tender was
lockirg into the barrels of five revolvers.

“1 surrender,” zaid Till.

“That’s all right, old pal,” replied one
of the rabbers, “but we want yoar money.
You sce we are a httle short of funds,
and 1t’s getting along about Christmas
time.” .

Masked by Their Vietim

The men were abont to go through
Till’s pockets when the unmasked bandit
said: “Hold up, I want my face covéred
and I want Mr. Bridgetender to do it
Till complied. While a revolver was held
at each temple Tul took out his hand-
kerchief and attempted to tie it about
the robber’s face. He got the handker-
chief over the fellow’s eves. VWhen o~
dered to try again he adjusted 1t to the
satisfaction of the bandit, who expressed
regret that the vimt was causing the
bndgptender so much trouble. The man

masked went through his pockets.
He failed to find any money, as Till had
bidden what bills he had eatly in ths
night.

Ordered to Bed

Tull was ordered to bed, and after he
lay down on his back the bandits covered
him over completely and cantioned him
not to move under penalty of death. The
ftesperadoes then disappeared. Fearing
that one of the gang bhad remained.be-
hind to keeo him from sounding sn alarm
Till remained in bed until he heard a
car approaching. Then .he ventured “out
and summoned his partner, David Long-
head, from the boat house.

When an effort was made to use tha
telephone the bridgetenders found that
the bandits had cut the wires. -

e men hurried on State str“t, pazsed
around the ofd Cox farm, struck into the
river road, thén headed for Pavenia.

Blew Up Safe -

After passing guardedly through the
freight yards of the Pennsylvania Rail.
road the bandits came up to the Pavonia
Station. The thieves entered the little
office by mnvmg a heavy wire screen
from & window in the rear of the ticket
compartment, which is a room 8310 feet
in mze, Three men had just about en~
tered the station when £wo, who were left
ou guard, saw a train approaching. When
Engineer Truax stopped the dnll engine
near the tower house the two men who
were watching on the outside approached
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Engineer Truax and lis fireman, Allen
Stewart, with drawn revolvers and com-
manded them to uncouple the engine
and proceed on up the road.
¢ Truax lost no time in obeying. He
'opened the throttle of his locomonre and |
{did not stop until he reached Fish House. |
., In the meantune the trio n the station
ihad 1ncerted a charge of mitro-glycerine
in the safe, attached a fuse and cimbed
out the window to await the explosion.
‘It came m a few munutes.
Shot at Operator
Operator Ralph Hamnes. of- Eizhth and
'Line stregts, Camden, heard the nome
}and rawed the window of the tower houte.
{He kad hardly placed hus head out whez, |
vith an oath, he was ordered to put his
ihead in. The operstor hesitated, until
Veeveral chots were fired, followed bv a
 general bombardment on the tower. One
| ballet whizzed by Hames' head and buned
litself w the window frame, Anather
lodgzed mn the overhanging roof of the eta-
Ition waiting room
bis was too much for I{anes and he
fell back on the floor. Evidently behes-
ing they had murdered the tower man,
the robbers discontinued bombarding the
tower houre with bullets and walked to
the wreched office  Operator Hanes
crawled on e knees to_the ticker and
eent word to the mawn office that he was
being attached by a gang of despersdoes,
\who were hombarding the toper i an|
effort to hill lum. The two bandite who
were on guatd were noticed to run to the
station office and the five suddenly left
together.
Duel With Bandits

Tu the meantme all was activity at
i pohee headquarters. The ramiroad of-
ficials  had  communicated  Operator
‘Hammes' message to the City HHall and
| Sergeant Schregler and Officer Tatem rent
{ word to a dozen offtcers, who started for
the scene urder the direction of Sergeant
Reeder

The detai] was divided up to cover the
various roads Policemen Reed and Er-
rickson were assigned to State street
and at the bridge met Pohicemen Sell and
Schmudt and Bridgeman Till - After a wmit
with no developments Setl and Schrudt
decided to go to River rvad. They bhad
only bren gone a few mimutes when they
came upon the bandits hurrning m State
street, near Cox's farm.

When fiftv yards away Sell ordered the
tobbers to throw up thewr hands They
did fo, but cach man flashed a pistol m
ks hand and opened fire on the officers.

e latter returned the fire, but were com-
pelled to retreat, as the odds were largely
azaigst them

Hullet Throagh Officer's Coat

Reed. Frrickson and Till could see the
flash ot the pi~tols and hurried up the
road, guns m hand. Then the »]motmi
ceased and a munute later Sell an
Sehraid came up. Nether man was hurt,
but one of the bullets fired by the robbers
had passed through the shoulder of Sell's
coat. Am effort was made to catch up with ]
the men again. They ran out Ntate stree!
to the ruiroud. back tanards Cooper's |
Creek. where they broke open the bndge
tender’s house, then struck into Federal|
street and headed for the open country |
Out Federal street they met more police-
men and several armed atizens. The
bandits nere some distance away, but there
was another lively exchange of shots. No
jone was injured. The bandits hept on
the run and were soon lo<t m the dark-

t

ness,
About $10 at the Pavona station was
secured by the robbers. They left more
than 2 dollatr in change 1 & drawer 1n
the ticket office.



