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*1 Went to See Him, Nevertheless

_ (Copyeignt, 1500, br A L, Drummond axd A, Ly Beass)
N ths language of thieves, A safa is n “gopher.”
For moro (han thirty years Wiillam II. Rtobinson

worked exclusively as & baok burglar, Hence the
name, “Gopher BIL” which was bestowed upon
o= him by his friends in token of his persistency, As
long as Gophers eyesight was keen and his muscles
)Imbel’, nothlng looked s0 good to him as a bank

{ yaut, .

|

Bat there came @ day when be codld ko Tosger
scale an lron fenco at a bound mor work & dfill with
sccutacy, Aud on that day ho began to do what any
bther moneyless old man must do—pick up odd Jobs.
But Gopher's Jesser tasks wore Like bis grenter ones—
priminal. He peddled counterfelt money, ran errands
for thaso of big friends who happened fa be tn Jat}
and sopietimey went through a bouse 12 the windows
w, unlocked, aud he Was sure no one Was
At bome,

1 rethomber a particular occasion when Gopler, in
making §2 for himsclf, made o4 enormous amount of

uble for others. While 1 was o charge of the
elphin dlviston of the Becret Service an old com-

panion of Gopher came into my otfica vne day gnd
101d me he had some news. Ife sald he had seen’the
old man 1o a key store busing keys, Ko questfoned

% bim and learned that be intended to take the keys to
the Nowcastle (Delaware) prison and givé them to
*Dlg Praok™ McCoy, Who was serving time for the
robbery of a bank in Wilmington, Gopher told my in-
formant that he was gofog to run over With the keys
the next morning and that on the night of the same
sy #Big Frank” would walk out.

McCoy had walked out once before while serving
the saze sentence, and I knew the lnformation was
more than likely to ba correct, 8o wrote to the War-
den and telegraphed the postmaster at Wilmlogton &
sequest to detver the letter fa person Immediately
aster its arztval.

Two days later I wan -m—per to read in the morn.
3¢ newspapers that “Iig I'rank” had escaped from
the Newcastle prison the night Gopher said he would

. I jvas astounded, ALY letter should have reached
the warden in plenty of time to warn hitm, and in iny
telegraln to the Postmaster I had told him of McCoy's
plan to escape. £o I went to \Wilmington to find oue
what was the matter.

**“Did you get & felegram from me two days agol®
T acked the Fostmaster.

PN

ceive the letter for the warden?
be replied, “and I delivered 5t to”bira
personiily, a8 soon as It cawe.”

‘Then I went {0 gen the warden.

"DIq you'get a leiter frorn me? I asked.

“Yed, T diq* he sald; “but whea the Postmi
deliveryd It to me I was buay at something el
it In my pocket and a!d not find it unill to-day.”

‘Things didn’t look right to mo, and after I relurn«l
I sent to th

to
“ report o which 1 advocated”tartber mvu!lntlon.

In thig I was overruled, on the ground that the mate
ter concerned (he State of Delaware rather than the
United Stated. “Big ¥rank” was never caplured And
fGopher was left to the poaceful’enjoyment of his §2.

1o 1§70, bowever, the old wan conceived an {dea
that put him In the pententiary. I hadn't secn him
for months when ond day a letier came asking ms to
£0 to sco him. I knew he never wanted to see me
nnless. be hoped to get somstblog for Gopher, as 1
Alao bnew be conld not ba believed under oath. I
went to see him, nevertheless, Intending to llsten to
what he sald and tavestigate sny stateménts that
might seem to be important,

“Mr, Drummond.” said he, “a rich old fuemer from
lopewell, Pa., 14 comiag in hers ‘to-morrow to buy
soma cpunterteit money. I will polnt hira out to you
on the atreet 1t you want me to, and you can ‘shake
bim down’ for 6000, But you muat give me half
of 1t

1,may remark, pareothetically, that to “shake down®
& counterfelt money buyer 1a to arrest him and then
take good money for turning bim loose,

T asked DIl how be knew the man was coming
Bomething in the way I asked the question, perhaps,
made the cld man suspect that I doubted the corrects
peen of'bis story. II1a henrt was sot upon aecuting my
asalstance In the task of shaking down the Penneyi-
nia farmer, and he at once set forth to prove to me

rellability of bls faformation,

“Did you know bld Jim RogeraT* bo usked,
“1. 410 when \he was allve” nla L "1 ¥mow he

el o Qesl n wotintertelt monayy
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“Well, old Jim was a great friend of mine, and
when be was about to dle he sent for me. e was
13108 n bed, bardly able to tdlk above & whisper, but
when I sat down beslde him he put bis hand out
from under the covers and clasped mine, ‘Gopber,'
214 ho, ‘you're alivae been on tho lqulre with me,
end now that X am about to die I want to will you my
business. As you know, I've got a lot of customers
for counterfeit money all over Pennsylvanla, Vhen
they want any stuff they write to me, Part of them
know me by my own name and send thelr letters in
care of a saloon in Filbert street. The others know
me a8 Jim Martin and send thelr orders fo care of
another paloon. 1 want you to have &ll of thia bust-
ness now, Gopher, Go to these saloons, get my mall
nud fllLthe orders yourself.*

“By“good slghts, you ses, I should have hod all of
old Jim's business—but I haven't had ft. One of the
saloons bias held out on me, The fellow who runs it
bas kept all the letters and sold tho counterfelt hlm.
selt, That's bow § know this Pennsylapla farmer Is
coming. I've got wind that he wrote to the other
place aud wade atrangements.”

All the whila that Gopher was telltng we this story
the thought was running through my mind, "I'll catch
Gopher and tho suloon keeper now—get them dead to
rights. and put both of them ju the penitentlary.”
Ifowever, when Lo had fialshed apeoking I only sald
1o bimi—

“I'll have & man meet you to-morrow at any place
you say, Bill, and we'll arrest the farmer. I'll not go
myself, because nif of the counterfeit money peopls
know me too well. I've got a very clever negro an my
sta—11t send him

Gopher thought the negro iden was a good one,
had 1o colored man at work under me, but I felt (hat
12 Gopber was Iying about the farmer fa order to lay
a trap for me { could get a white man up closs to
him whilks he was looklng for a negro,

“Dut T fvant this understood betore we go any fur.
ther,” T continued, “I sball ity to get the farmer to
tell from whom he bought the counterfelt, and it he
does 1t I'll put that In the penitentiary, If he re.
Tl put the farmer bimself in the penften-

fuser
tary,”

“Chen il not polnt out the man to yous aald
Gopher, and further negqiatlons wars of, us 1 ex-

‘pected they would be,

When 1 went buck to the office T wrole a lotter
to the chief of the vervice askiug him to send W, W,
1fall to Towands, Pa., o await erders from me, which
was done, I wmrote to I’ A, Dates, lice
offctal of Sctanton, asking his co-operation, And to
Thoth ITall and Bates I fornarded tho draft of a letter,
which I asked them to copy and mall, one lelter to be
dlrected to Jim Rogers and the other to Jim Mariln,
The letter was LOlOWS e

“Friend Jim:~T expect to be down to (he city next
week. I wish you would let me know whether you
Dbave any high grade stuft, efther paper or hilver,
am anxlous to get hold of & lttle it it's the kiad 1
want”

‘The letler was copled and sent, fall signing his
note “Ismory Powers,” and directing Lt to Jim Itogers,
and Dates aigning- bly letter “William Stark,” and
irecting It to Jim Martln,

In each instance a reply was recelved almost by
relurn mall, DBales recelved a letter from old
Qopher BUL himselt, a8 I knew from tho hand writing.
B, bowever, merely told his corrgspondent fo coms
and see bin when,ha roached Thitadelphis,

Tall's leiter was mpswered by n mas whom I
shall call Moran, sinca I understund he ia now lead-
ing a compaiatlvely decent Hfo und ha reputable rels
&tives, Of course, Moran slgned the nama of Rogers,
but I koow who he was, In his reply he was as
frank and outspoken af (jopher was guarded, describ-
fog his goods as freely-as might & legitimate merchant
#0d urglog Hall to come down and make a denl,

1 at ouce wrote to IIall and Bates to make appotat-
1ments for meatings. I also fnstructed Lintes to arTanga
to ees Gopher BUL a few days pridr to the meellng
between Iiall and Moran. To make Gopher and Moran
feel entirely at thelr easo when the time camne to put
through tha deals T 1ald a little trap for them. Gopher
and Moran, it will be remembered, bad represented
themselves in thelr correspondence to be Rogers and
Martin, respectively. Nogers, alits Martin, was &
tall nan, Gopher and Moina wers shurt and fat. 8ol
014 Bates and 1fall to foign sufprise and to appear
spwiclous when tbey kept thelt appointinants—to
somument ox the fact that old :lp. whom thay, stould
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declare they knew well, was tall and lean, while the
wen who came to deal,in hia name Were tho opposite.

Tiates carrfed -out his Instfuciions to the letter,
Playing the part of & sceptical old farmer, he re-
fused for momie time to do business at all, DI at
frst attempted to reassure him with general. tate«
ment, and finally told the story of how old Jim had
dled and willed him bis customers, This explanation
satisfied Bates and he bought two hundred trade
doltars,

In the case of Moran T thought I anw an oppor-
tunity to use his incriminating letter to Mall as evl.
dence agalnst him. LA order to do so, however, It
ras necessary, to devise a way to get him to 1dentlfy,
1t without knowing he was dolug eo. After,photo-
staphiog his letter I therefore tore out the words i
which b bad described the goods he had for sale, and
wrote on the back of the sheet what appeared to be
inemoranda regardiog the purchase of household et
fects—this for & purpose that I shall soon make clear,

When the day-eame for TTall to meet Moran I told
Gopher I wanted bim to go with me to Camden td'
{ell me 1t & man whom I pretended 1 expected to
acrest was one of tha men concerned lo a robbery
tbat Gopber knew about. Thy old mav, knowlag
Lo would get §2 for his trouble, readlly consented to
0. What I wanted was to get Goplier out of Plila.
delpbla whila Hall &nd Moran were negotlating, as I
kpew Moran, In order to protect himself, would hire
DUl to pass out the counterfelt and feceive Hall's
kood money, With one excuse and another I kept the
old men fn Camden untll afternoon, by which time
“I caleulated that Moran would bave tired of walting
for him and Binished the deal himself,

Tall atternard told me that Moran ran all over
town, pretending he wis trylng to find the man who
had the counterfelt, and eventually pasted It over
himselt,

Ahie next thing was to get Gopher fnto Jail s qulet.
iy as possible fn order not to glvo Moran an oppor-
tunity to flee before we could get Lim too. So I told
him I wanted him {6 ‘g0, with e to help mo identify
a man for whom I pretended to be looking, = e
walked over to the entrance of the bultding fo which
the United States Marshel's office was located, and
then I told him 1 thought we bad better go Inatde, as
1 aid not_want to bo seen, Deforo he renlized it [
had him in the Marshal's ofice, I gave a sfgsal to
Toms Marple, the chiet deputy, and Le put tle old
man vnder arrest. N

Marple and I ihen started for Moran's galoon, As
we drew near tha place Moran came out and walked
down the btreet in ou directlon, Bforan knew Marple
well, aa 1o dId tne, 4nd when ho met us he extended
A hand to ench in salutation, Ench of us grasped a
band and shook it, Each of us held the hand we
grasped. As the duration of the greeting secmed to

Willliza. Ha Roblnsen

Moran to be a little protonged, ke locked frst at Mar
ple, then at me, in a stastled sort of way, e tried
to pull his hands.away, Tbey were fast.

“Come with me,” sald Marple. “Ybu are under
arrest.”

Gopher's case was get Arst for titul aud he pleaded
gullty, Judge Cadwallader, who was on the beuch,
recelved the plea and romanded I for sentence untll
Saturdey—1t was then Tucsday, It 1 remember core
rectly, Morun's case came nest, and he put up a
stubborn fight, In his day ho had been powerful in
1ocal politics, and a number of prominent mén Gatied
to his good character, It wau theu thAt the attorney
for the government made uso of the letter that Moran
bed written to TIWL, o Which he told about tho
aifforent kinds of countertelt bo had lo mell,

Hall was called to the atand and testiled to whut
took place at the medting when Moran sold bim the
counterfeit,

“The firat tiing 1 414 seld Ha)l, “was to upbrald
Bim for writlog we so unguardedly, ‘What do you
mean,’ said 1, ‘by sending such & letter through the
oalle?

“Motan ashed If it could be posstble um o lma
been 30 carelons. I repled In the afirm:
withatew fom my pocket bis letter,  There's wnn
you wrote,' said I, ‘only 1 bave torn out the wonds
in which yon described the counterfolt, Dion't ever do
that agaln’

“17 dLdn't reallze; said Moran, ‘that T had boen so
careless, Qive ma the lettor! sud be reached out
bls haod to*take it,

h" 'No! Wld Y, a8 1 turved the ‘nbee; over. ‘I
written Yown gome s oathe;

vp, writtén Yown some u:h:: back of “".

Paper that.I must buy for my family and I want to ~
L ’

“IAN 1ight sald Mor
¥you get through with 1t."
Tuls testimony, of course, It It were true, con:
stituted a complete Kentification of the letter, Dut a
fortnnate clrcumstaneo bad glica me ndditional proot,
Before Morau's ariest § had ‘sent him a letter, in
which I asked bin to writo and let mo know whera
and when 1 could see him., I supposed he would
send tho reply to my office, and thereforo I gave no
address. Y was surprised, therefore, one eveuing
wheo he came to my houke mnd asked to sce me. I
went to the door and he handed me a jetter.
e in « letter Lthat I wrote {o you to-day,” eaid
ut when I eame to direct It I found that you
ad glien no address, and an 1 did not know the
street number of your hpuse 1 bronght it over, There
fs mothing In It except {he stat{ment that I cad® see
3ou 4f yout nant ma to lu the Lack soom of my ealoon
nexf Bunday morning.”

1 thanked him, and pat {he Iem'r 10 toy pocket with
out reading it. I knew It would eome in handy in
backing up his letter to Hall, and wanted to get it
out of bis sight,

After Ifall had finfshed his testimony I was called
to the stand, whero 1 told tho story of the second
lelter, Aw the law stood at that timo, attorneys could
not make compmlsons between acknowledged and
diuputed examples of haundwriting for the purrose of
showlng thefr similarity, Lut tho”two letters wers
nevertheless handed to th jury.

Moran was comlcted without hesltation, and sen-
tenced to tour sears’ {mprisonmente) The soverity of
tho sentence Yoade Gopher cliange” hia mind sbout

‘but tear it up as soon as

“What Do You Mean by Sending
Such m Letter Through the Mails?”

Pleading gullty, and he asked permisaion to withdrdw
his plea, Tl term of court was about to close, and
Judgo Cadwallader sosd the plea inust stand unless
the gosernment could gat fta wltnewses back Lefore
the followlng Wednesday, Sotmo of (ho Witneases
were alrerdy as far away na Chleago. and the require.
ment of the court could therefore not be me

Gopher Bill stood up In tear and trembling to recelya
bis scntence.

*“Tho scutenca of thls court,” sald Judge Cadialla«
der, fn the squeaky vedce that all who knew him wiil
80 well remember, I8 lhlt the defendant be imprls.
oned in the State Penttentiary for a period of elghteen
months -

Tho unespected lenlency almost unnorved Gopher,
1f Lie bad gGone to trfal ha probably would have got
1o yenrs,

“The old man, who was then sixty-five, scrved his
tlne, came out, aud, great bank burglar that Lo had
been n Ifs prime, was tho cheap handy mao of eriml-
nals to the end of his days, Moran also served hts
full senteuce. I found out afterward that be i
tended to “put me vut of business,” as ha expressed
It, 12 X hod kept the appotntment to meet bim In the
back room of hla saloon that Sundsy morning. e
told a number of his gang that such wna his inten.
tlo, It wnu neyer my purpose to meet him, but it [
td 1 presume that somebody who was ostevsibly s
drunken loafer would have tried 1o give me & black
e3¢, Moran Would havo kicked im out of the place—

actlug nd as
hieh Mocan and all bls frlends wowd bave gloated
over my discomtitule,

@ wEx sTony. o
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smries wit'ar.




