FOUR KILLED WHEN |
FIREWORKS BLEW UP

FACTORY ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF CAMDEN WRECKED BY AN Ex-
PLOSION OF MYSTERIOUS ORIGIN---TEN RECEIVED INJUR-
7 - _
{ES---OFFICERS OF THE COMRANY PLACED UNDER ARREST

|
 With a roar and concussion that shook
‘buildinge and ehattered windows for miles
around an explosson occurred at the In-
Yependent Fireworks Company, Ferry and
‘ooper avenues, Camden, yesterday morn-
ing about half-past 6 o’clock. Three Italians
were blown to fragments, another died in
the Cooper Hospital late last night and
nine persons were more or less E{nously in-
Ju

The Dead Are
SINEONE TIERANTOZODI, sged 37 yeurs, of
248 vision street,
LEONARDO PIN .lgnd 45 nne. Tenth and
Ferry avemue; espert workm
LNENOWN AN, probably Joseph Lo-
of Phiisdelphia

oxENORS ITALIAN.
Ten \\ ‘ere Injured

The injured are

MICHAEL SCALONA, aged 52 yeams, of 109
Powelton avente, Woeodiyuae, foreman of
the factory. misgled aigh.  Condition

" Gooper. - Hos
HaSAN PARRER. lxrd 16 sears, 203
avenue, Stopetown, cnt and brulsed,
cussian et ihe brain: Gooper Hoepital.
STFLLA LEWIS. aged 318 seurs, 203 Haddon
avenue, Stonetown, cut about face, head,
tme od bty b ‘Tstng glase:  Cooper

Had-

saRy” E\Gu; azed 14 years, 1807 Seath
Tenth ‘street, locerated face and chin and

per Hospital.

JULIUS ENGLE, sged 13 years, 1607 South
Tenth street, d sufferinz
from shock;

PETER KEARNEY, aged 15 gsears, of 653

rry’ avenve, contusion of tack, head and
fdre; taken home,

JEROSA MONGELLO. aged 41 years, of 246

Division etreet, burned about legs; Cooper

Hi el
TONY DINIGRO. aged 137 yesrs. 637 Ferry
avenue, right bard torn and leg lnim’ed‘
per Hospitrl
CNENOWN YOUNG MAN, cut abdout bande
=1 face
Placed Under Arrest
Prosecutor Llosd took charge of the case
and County Detectives Smith and Chsvn-y
are at work in an efiort to learn just
what caused the explosion. While the
management of the concern declares there
was no powder, dynamite or mitro-gly-
cenne 1n the buildings, neither Prosecu-
tor Lloyd nor Coroner Litchfield is eatis-
fied, aud 3 most ngd mvestigation will be

: Corcmer Litchfield will aznounce his
‘J -day and a date on which an 1in-
quest "ol be held

Chief of Police. Foster, on information
received, made compl gainst Herbert
Weser, president; W. P. Te]‘er, secretary;
A. Walter Geller, treasurer, and Joseph
Scanola, superintendent of the company,
charging them with mmslughm. Weser

la m
$1500 barl ea:h. The Gellers bad not been
arrested up to a late hdur last night.

A eross Mongella and Jean Viola, work-
men, were also arrested by order of Coro-
ner Latchfield. They were held m their

own recognizance as witnesses.

Canse of Exploston a Myatery
There is considerzble mystery as to the
cause of the explosion. According to
oseph Scanola, superintendent, peither
dynsmite, miro glycerne nor pow der were
used by them in the manufacture of fire-

works. father, Michael
Scanola, was taking chlonde of tash
from a kez m a tin scoop when the ex-

plosion occurr
some  unknown 231
phur,‘mu‘t ave been on the scx scoop whxch
coming 1n contact with the potask, result
ed 1n the,explomon.
he fireworks plan! is located in the
extreme southeas Camden just across
Fer Hbicy e \Vood Lynne.
?ents of the latter place were about
mng down to breakfast when they were
uuddcn!y almost stunned by a deafemng
About the same time car No.
15.) oi the Camden and Suburban Rail.
pany, was passmng, in charge of
\Iotcnmm Willlam Martin and (.‘ond\xctor
‘Walter Ferguson. ese, with il
sengers, were badlv shaken. Martm and
with Wood e resdents,
at_once went to the scene of destruction.
When the rescuers had reached the spot

Accol mg ¢ to Sca.no]a

The | th

MAIN BUILDING WRECKED BY THE EXPLOSION

the sight was appalling. The body of one
of the vietims was found a hundred yards
from the scene of the explosion. Every
thread of clothing had been torn from
be bods. Morgue Kecper O'Bren re-
moved the remains to the morgus

A few minutes after the esp!os-lnn the
police were notified by Charles Dubell. A
squad of nfﬂcm under Captamn Stanley

t Hyde were at once sent to
he scene lo keep the crowd away.

‘The force of the explosion was tnrr-ﬁv:.
The brck bwldimg occupied by the com-
pany, 30 by 40 feet, wae twisted so badly
that it will have_fo be torn down. A
frame structure, known as the labeling
building, was shanered as though ephn-
tered with a:

Many of the ps(ng boxes were bro
by the concussion and the sphntered wnod i
was hurled hundreds of f

Windovws Bmken

Probably there is not. a house in Wood

snne but what guffered by broken win-
dowe. Twenty-one windows were wrecked
at the )mme uf R. A..Rockhull, 108 Wood

Lynn ouses occupred by
J. A D)ebert 116 Wood Lynne avenue;
Eberhardt Renning, 108 Wood Lrnne
avenue; Wilson Cnnmnghm, 110 Wood

ynee avenue, and Raphal Cooper
avenue, were shaken o nolen(ly that m
some 1mstances not only the windows but
the sashes as well were knocked out.

Jerosa Mongello pmbahlr had one of
the narrowest eéca from death. He
was_working the place when he
suddenly fe}t hlmself hurled high in the
air.  He alighted 1n a_ recently plowed
field, minus eome clothing and suFerms
from burned lege. He was badly shocke
but will recover. e was near the three

otber Itahans who were hlown to peces.
iss Parker was just entering the label-
ng house when she was hurled with ter-:

nne force a dozen feet away  When
found, she was sitting on the ground with
a large wooden box resting on her head
“he was delinous from fright and severe
injunes when discover
Hurled Through Doorwasy,

Tony Dimg u:d he was wm—kmg and
all he kmerw tl was a big naise. Dzex;
sal

1 was_ hurled tbmngh a doorway,”
he w how I got home, I
was 50 sc
Peter ]xeamey said he had just zone|
into the powder house tq get Teady for
work ~when the explu-mn occurred. He
was thrown into the
According to lhe‘e men bath dynamite
and powder were used by the concern,
Kearney declarig he was employed to
e explosive to the mixing plant.
Had the explosion occured a min-
utes later the lass of Ife wnulrl have
been much greater. Just as the catastro-
e occw a trolley car loaded with
emale employes was within a b!mk of
the place. Inaide of five mnutes they
would have been working in the labeling
and storage rooms, which were shatter
by the concussion.
Applied for Work
The Engle children had applied for
work & few minutes before the explosion.
Julius, who had secured 3 position, was
about to start in_when ha was blinded
b)' a flash and hurled 1 the-air many feet
vay. 1s smster was knoched down
by the concussion. Both were Jater piched
up dazi

In a statement made by Joseph Scanola

e said:
"Pnther ()[lcbael qv:anola) told me that
coop out a tin full
of clﬂunde oi potaeh from a keg when
the explosion oceurred. 1f that is so
e potash could not have been pure as
1t would have been impossible for such
a thing to have happened. That is all
I hnow about it and (all 1 can tell.”
The office of the company 13 at 530
Walnut street, this aty. e plant has
been *located at the present site about
eighteen months. that time it
was at Vineland, Owing to the approach.
ing Fourth of July the place was working
overtime, from 6 o'clock in the aorning
to 7 o'clock at night. There were thirty-
five employes, mostly girla.
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