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Samuel Spicer and His Descendants.

 To properly understand the record of the families of the
early settlers here it may not be amiss to rehearse a little
of the early history of West Jersey.

Edward Byllinge, the Quaker buyer of this province
from Lord Berkley, failed. His religious associates, in ac-
cordance with the doctrines o_f that sect, under the guid-
ance of William DPena, resolved to help him. In doing
this they divided up West Jersey among themselves, many
of whom wgre his creditors. By so doing they saved part
of their ciaims, and secured new land for tie persecuted of
their faith.  Their own members in England were not
numercus enough to settle but a small fraction of the prov-
ince; they therefore sought for other emigrants to whom
they . could sell their vacant lands. Without detracting.
anything from the beneficence of their religious toleration
it may be said that it was to their interest to treat such
settlers with the greatest fairness and to allow them equal
freedom with themselves.

We therefore find that they did what is now done every
day by land promoters, they sought for customers else-
where. On Long Island and in New Lingland they found a
class of young men, and some whole families just suited to
their purpose, who were ready to migrate to a new coun-
try. Quaker missionarics at once visited these sections to
preach the new doctrine and invite the inkabitants to come
and occupy the land. Samuel Jenings, the first governor
and leader of the English Friends in the new coloay, went®
himself on missionary tours to both of these countries and
succeeded in persuading a number to remove to West Jer-
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sey’; ‘a:‘ndbff ‘m»m was one family from Long Island to
‘whose sons he .u.uru.d his three daughters .and only
children. '

An examination of the du.d books in the office of the

h 'Secretal} of State in Trenton showq ‘that while the earliest

'txtle to all the land in West ]eraey is in. the name of resi-
':‘denta, or former residents, of England, yet only.a small
part was ever dwelt upon by them. Their settlements ex- -
tended along'the Delaware river from Trenton to Salem
for about an average width of ten ‘miles, bounded on the
_east by the great Indian trail that. led from Amboy and the
“Falls to Maurice River Cove and Cape May. . Interspersed .

in this strip of land were the Quakers from Long Island
‘and New England. Between this tract and the pine barrens -

was a narrow '\rxp of fertile land that was seutled by the
non-Quaker relatives - and friends of the last named emi-

_grants, besides a scattered tewof colonists of. other rehcrxou:
. faiths direct from the old country MonfT the Delaware river
shore were several colonies of Swedes, who antedating the
English in their settlements were left undisturbed in the pos-
session of the lands they had tille d.  Cumberland and
Cape May Counties, and the entire coast from Cape May
point to the boundary line at Tuckerton, was settled almost
“exclusively by neopie from Long Island and New Engiand,
among whom the faith of the Friends had only a slight
hold.  This influx of people from the East was of great
advantage to the colony. First. They brought capital—
greai deal of reudy money—as is shown by their large Iand

purchases and tiicir cash payments, Second. They brought
education, a ‘ul upon the whole it was of an higher order
than that of their Enzlish neighbors.  Third, They brought
a knowledge of -t?z * climate, the natives and the crops best
suited to the soil, and lastly they brour_{ht the practical

work.n’*“ of a free’ government, which to the foliowers of

LIRS

Penn was but an untried thuor; The perpetuation of the



SAMUEL SPICER AND HIS DESCENDANTS, 45

town meeting in this section up to the present day is a
procf of this. ’ , '
Smith in his History of New Jersey writes of the acts of
the goverament, and the governing classes, of West Jersey,
to which his family belonged. 1In this he copies all the ac-
cessible ship records of passenger-emigrants from the old
~country ; but nowhere alludes to any oae as having come
" from Long Island or New England. All. subsequent his-
torians have copied Smith without making any original re-
search. ‘ ’ '

The ma;onty of the colonial officials were selected from
the English Quakers settled along the Delaware river shore
for reasons that are quite evident. The first emigration
~was under the patronazs of three companies. The first, in
1673 under Fenwick, located at Salem. The Yorkshire
and Landon companies, beginning in 1677, settled at Bur-
lington; the former on the north, and the latter on the

south side of the Muain street. They brought with them a

local organization by which they were governed until the
arrival of Jenings, the first deputy governor, in 1030.

From this date until 1;03. when the province was sur-

rendered to the crown, the landowners resident in England
appointed the governors who had in their gift the patron-
age of appointed officers, which usually fell to friends and
relatives. The members of the Assembiy were elected at
first from the ten parts into which West Jersey had been
divided, four only of which had any population or repre-
scatation, and these were under the centrol of the mem-
bers of the companics above named. Afterwards the
whole province was erected into three counties: Durling-
ton, which extended from the boundary line to the Pen-
saukin creek, and from the Delaware to the ocean: Glou-
cester county, which was bounded on the north by Bur-
lington county and extended to Oldman's creck on the
south, and thence east to the Atlantic. The balance was

E T N
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Salem county. The population on the Delaware river
shore being more concentrated held the control. To bea
member of the Assembly one must be a land owner.
While there was no religious test or other bar to anyone
holding offize, yet the Quakers controlled it by the same
political means in use to-day. Their religious meetings -

“were the only organized ones held in West Jersey until

after 1700, At their weekly or monthly gatherings, they
canvassed outside of the walls the candidates for - office,
and then aldoptmnr the town meeting of New England gave

.all a free chance to vote for a person already fixed upon.

"It is true that the laws they passed were just to all the
people and were executed with a fairness that proved sat--

_isfactory to every one. The new arrivals from the old

country, and the emigrants from the East, lived together
oh the friendliest terms, intermarried with each oth'er,- and
under the Friends doctrines that kept down pride of an-
cestry with the other vanities of the world, the latter ctass.
lost their identity. If, thirty-five years ago, any one had
asked any of the numerous descendants of those from Long
Island or New England where their ancestors came fromto
New Jersey, they would have replied—direct from Eng-
land. If it was hinted to them that their family names
were not to be found in Smith's passenger lists they would
probably have said that the emigrant came over in the ship
“Welcome” with William Penn, a list of whose passengers
has not been preserved. A prominent surveyor and con-

“veyancer of Burlington county, a lineal descendant of Gov.

Jenings, in a public address delivered before the West Jer-
sey Surveyors Association in 1870 stated that the three
sons-in-law of the governor came over in the same ship
with William Penn. The records of their early land pur-
chases state that they came from Long Island. A loca!
historian of Cape May county, himself a descendant of

- Jacub Spicer, in a history published in the “Star of Cape

v
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May,” in 1892, says that *Jacob Spicer 1st, came over to
America with Williag: Peaa in 1632, and settled in Cape .
May," R '
| SPICER.
The family that is now conceded to have been one of

- theablest.of the early settlers in Camden county, formed
in 1844 out of old Gloucester county, and the one, in. -

colonial days, that made the most marked impress upon
West Jersey, was that of Samuel Spicer, _ v :

Samuel Spicer was the son of Thomas and Michael
Spicer and was born either in England or in New England
before. 1640. The family accompanied Lady Deborah
Moody upon her removal from -Massachusetts, and went
with her. to Long Island, where she obtained a patent .
for Gravesend on December 19, 1643. Among the free-
holders. of this town in 1656 were Thomas, Samuel and

acob Spicer. Samuel Spicer adopted the faith of George.
Fox, and that he was an earnest advocate of his doctrines
is shown by his being imprisoned in Fort Amsterdam in-
1660 for encouraging Quakers. The next year he and
" Henry Townsend were fined 600 guilders for the same
offence, and were ordered to be imprisoned until it was
paid. In 1663, Samuel Spicer was one of the company
that bought of Gov. Nichol the Shrewsbury and Monmouth
tract; but he never removed to it.  In 1683 he was taxed
for a farm of 100 acres at Gravesend, and his inventory of :
stock called for 9 full aged cows; 3 three year old; 3 two
year old; © one year old; 3 working horses; 1 two year
old and 1 one year old.

In 1633, Samuel Spicer bought of Samue! Coles a tract
of nearly 210G acres in Gloucester county, West Jersey., It
was at the junction of Coopers creck with the Delaware
river, opposite to the present city of Camden. Samwuel
Coles, one of the carliest locators of Iand here, had come
from England with a Right to one niacticth part of a Pro-
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prietory, wltich he had either taken for debt, or bought of
thecreditors of Edward Byilinge. Uader this he had sur-
veyed to him 3 mo. 13 day 1682, the above 500 acres.
Along with this land Samuel Spicer bought part of S.
Coles’ Rights, under which he afterwards located the ad-
joining land extending to the Pensaukin creek, atract about
six miles long and three wide. The neighbors were Wil- .
liam Cooper, of England, who had located on the Camden
side of Coopers creek in 1682, and Henry Wood of New-
port, Rhode Island, who had bought 100 acres of Samuel
Coles soon after its location in 1682, but he did not re-
move to it until 1687. The deed to Samuel Spicer says he
was a resident of Gravesend, L. I. He built his house -
where the l'ennsylvania - Railroad crosses Coopers creek,
and removed to it in 1686, as appears by the following
letter: ' ‘

To our Dear and Well beloved Friends at their Monthly or Qrarterly Meet-
-ing in West Jersey, or clsewhere: Wherens our dear Friends Sammel Spicer
and Esther bis wife have seen canse to remove thewselves and family &e from
Gravesend on Long Dland, where they have lonyg aboade wato your parts to
settle and inbabit Xc, these may certify that the said Sawuel and Esther his
wife bhave loug been well knowa to us, and among us; and to our great satis-
faction we can =ay. that from their commeneanent anto this day, we have
not known of any misbehavionr concerning them either to the blemishing the
trath they have professed swith ns, or towards: their neighbors; but as far as
we koow aud (o believed they have been of honest conversation and good
patterns aud examples both umong s and also their neivibors; and will leave
a good savor belind fu the heuarts of Frien s and people that know them; and
althongh they remose ontwardly from amongst uy, yet we hope our love and
verity in the troch ~ladl abl e towards thom awd rausin the sune. At our
Quarterly Mecting at Fiwehing, Louy Tsland, this 20 day 3 month 1686,

After his removal to West Jersey Samuel Spicer took an
active part both in religious and civil affairs. He nelf
public worship at ais house before the erection of the first
meeting house at Newton.  He often represented the lat-
ter in the ycarly meetings.  In 16387, he was appoirted one
of the judges of the Gloucuster county courts.  He died in

1%
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1699 His will, which is on the files in Trenton, is dated
13 day, 7 mo., 1591, and was probated March 12, 1699. . .
. Samuel Spicer married - Esthier; daughter of John and
'\Iary Tilton of Gravesend. He and his wife are buried in
Newton graveyard (on Newton creek), now called West
‘Collingswood, 'on the Philadelphia-and Atlantic City Rail--
_road, about a mile from Camden. The burying ground is
now utterly neglected and overgrown with brush and briars. .
Their children were: .
. dm
2. Abraham, born 27, 5, 1468,
3. Jucob, “ 20, 1, 1888,
4. Mary, .+ 20, 8, 1671, mamed-]eremmh Bates.,
5. Surah, * 19, 4, 1674, died youny.
6. Martha, ©  ** 27, 11, 1676, married 1st Joseph Brown & 2nd Thos.
DR Chalkiey.
7. Sarah 24, 16, 12, 1677, married Daniel Cooper.
8. Abigail, - - 2¢, ], 1683, married Daniel Stanton.
9. Thomas,

10. Simuel, died ubmarried.

Esilj‘e'r Spicer survived her husband four years and met
a tragic death, thus noted on the minute book of the Had-
donfield Friends Meeting: * Esther Spicer, Esther Saxby
her servant maid and Richard Thackara, th: son of Thomas
fhac.\ara of Newton, he being 11 years g months and
twelve days old, were slain by lightning in Esther Spicer’s
house about 10 P. M. 24 day of 7 month 1703, and were
buried in Newton Friends burying ground 26th of same
month.” The funeral was by night and James Logan of
Philadelphia says in his papers that he was an eve witness
toit. Judge Joiin Clement, in his “Early Scttiers in New-
ton,” draws the fcllowing pen picture: .

The faveral wus Uy night, the fawmily and friends going in Loats down
Ceopers creek to the river Delaware, and down thie river to Newton ereck,
and thence to Newton gravevard. ~Each boat being provideil with torches the
scene upon the water n:ust have been picturesque indeed. To the coloniats it
was a sad spectacle when they saw one 5o much esteemed among them beinyg

borne to her lust resting place.  To the Indnaos it was a grand wnd impres-

sive sight. Arasapha, the king, and others of his people, attended the ;2lemn
-3
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" ‘procession in their canoes, thus showing respect for one the cause of whose
"death struch thew witioaws and reverence, The deep, dark forestthat stood
cluse dowa to the shores of the strenmgalmost rejected. the light as- it came
from the Lurnivg brunds of pine carvied in the boats, und as they passed un-
der the thick folinge a shadow was scareely retlected froma the water. The
colonists in their plain and venssuming appazel, the aborigines in their gandy
- and signitieant robes, and the neyro sinves (oarsmen) with-their almost nude
" bodies must Lave presented from the shore a rare and striking picture, - Here
—all undesignad —was the funerul of a Friend, in which ostentation and dis-
play are always avuided. wade oneof the grandest pageants the fancy could
imagine, a fertile subject for the pencil of the artist, and one well deserving
an effort to portray its beanty, ‘ C

Jacob Spicer was the oldest living son, his brother
Abraham having died before his parents. He and his
. brother Thomas and their sons after them appear to have
. been trained as surveyors and conveyancers, a vocation
that took the place of lawyer among Friends, whose relig-
ious faith is opposed to the latter profession.. This sect
does not bring a suit at law, but settles all disputes be-
tween its members within the mecting, and sutfers loss by
a stranger rather than resort to the law. : :

Jacob Spicer removed to Cape May in 1692.  His father
was not in favor of his removal, as in his will, after be-
queathing to Jacob his share of the property in Gloucester
{(mow Camden) county he leaves him in addition “the tract
of 179 acres at Nast's Landing” -in Pensaukin creek upon
condition of his building upon it, improving it and dwell-
ing upon it within fifteen years, otherwise it was to be
divided among his other children.

Cape May, at the beginning of the year 1692, had a num-
ber of settlers lncated there, but thev could not obtain titles
to any land untii Dr. Daniel Coxe bought the Rights and
had 91000 acres surveyed to him in that end of the prov-
ince; which, thc same year, he had conveyed to his great
land company, the West Jersey Society, On the map of
this survey made by John Budd and John Worledge. dep-
uty surveyors, is shown 2 little fishing village named Cape
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May -Tcwn.  Aaron Leaming. thus speaks .of it in his
memoirs: - ' My fathier ‘died in 1694, and his remains .were
interred at a plice called Cape May Town, situated next
“above New England creek, and contained. about thirteen.
houses, but on the failure of the whale fishery on Delaware
bay it dwindled into common farms.” - Fishermen from the.
East had stations there at an early date, but it does not
appear that there were any permanent settlers until after
Penn and his associates had purchased West Jersey, about
1680. The first deeds for Cape May land made to actual :

settlers are recorded in Jeremiah Basse’s (attorney for the
J y _

West: Jersey Society) Book. B2, and in Revell's Book.
They began in 1694. Up to the year 1699 inclusive con-
veyances were made to thirty-nine separate owners in Cape |
~ May county.” Of these the names of twenty-three are to
be found in the several census of Long Island up to 1686,
chiefly in the towns on the eastérn end of the island. The:
other sixteen bear the stamp of a New England origin. -
Of the members of the first grand jury summoned in-
1693, viz: Shamgar Hand, Thomas Hand, Wm. Goulden,
Samuel Matthews, John Townsend, Wm. Whitlock, Jacob-
Dayvton, Wm. Jacocks, John Carman, Jonathan Pine, Caleb
Carman, John Reeves, Oliver Johnson, Christopher Leam-
' ih‘g, Arthur Cresse, Ezekial Eldridge and Jonathan For-
man—all were from Long Island except Ezekial Eldridge.
So Jacob Spicer went to Cape May among friends and
acquaintances, never to return to Nast’s Landing. On April
9. 1604, he had a deed recorded to him for 400 acres of
land, and on May 39 of the same year another for 400
acres more. He was a Quaker, and here he found a few
athers like the Leamings and Townsends, of the same faith.
But the majority did not bélong to that sect, forin 1712, a
Baptist church was organized in that small community:
and a Presbyterian church was established in 1714, Jacob
Spicer shaped his actions to suit the views of the people
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who selected him to be their political leader. He held a
anlitary comimand of some kind which gave him the title
of major. Soietimes he is called colonel. "His - Tight to
the first is officially attested, in the following document:

By the Honorable Colonel Richard Ingoldesby Lieutenant Governor, Com-
‘mander in Chief of the Province of New Jersey, New York &c and Vice Ad-
wiral of the same to Mujur Jacob Spicer gresting: Repnsing especiall trast
and confidence in your prmknce, fidelity aud honesty, I doe hereby Iycence,
authorize and empower yon to take into your custody, secure, zut up and tri
in the most proper method, with all converient speed, all such whales and
other royal fish thas wmay be driven on shore on the coust of Her Ma]estys
province of New Jersey, between the buy of Delaware and Sandy Hooke,
yielding me one-hulfe part of all such whale bone or oyles as shall be by you
saved or secured after the charges of securing the same are first deducted
Given under my hand and seal this 30th April 1709.

Richard Ingoldesby.

Again, in 1721, jacob prcer was a contributor to the
building ‘of a Presbyterian parsonage. These were acts,
particularly the assumption of a military rank and title,
contrary to the discipline of Friends; yet no record has
been found that he was ever called to account for these
lapses of religious faith. His religion was no doubt of
great service to him politically, and also to his son. Jacob
after him, who-was a Quaker by birthright membershlp
This enabled them to sit with their co-religionists as their
peers in the Assembly, and gave them the right to taks
part in the religious and business meetings of Friends.

In 1709 Jacob Spicer was elected a member of the New
Jersey Assembly from Cape May, and continued to fill
that office until 1723. Some amusing incidents are told
of Lis career while a member of that body. At one time
he absented himself from its meeting and the sergeant at
arms was sent to arrest him, but he hearing of his coming
went up the bay and river shore by another route and
avoided him. After the officer had gone away, Jacob re-
turned home. Again neglecting to attend the session of
the legislature, the Assembly expelled him, and issued
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_writs fof a new election. But this did not help them, for .
tLe pecple of Cape May re-elected him.  Finally he put..-
in his appearance, made his excuse and was seated. In
1723 the office of Surrogate was erected in Cape May and
Jacob Spicer was elected its first incumbent. This office
he held until his-death in-1741. Besides this he was for .
many years one of the justices of the Cape May coarts.
“TI1. Jaeeb bpwer, born 20 day I mo 1663, married
Sarah — _
Jacob died April 17, 1741, and was buried in Cold Sprmg;'
cemetery, Cape May. On his tombstone is this epitaph: -

Death thou hast conquered me;
- I by thy darts am slain,
But Christ shall conquer thee,
And I shall rise a,,mn

Hm wife barah- dxed July 23, 1742, and is buried alon(,_j‘
side of her husband. They had one child: ’

11. Jucob Spicer, born ——, 1716; married first Jndrh, daughter of Hum-'
pnre\ Hughes, whose children “ere
12, Jacob.

13. Sarah, married Christopher Leaming and had eight children.
14, Sylvia, married Ist, Samuel Jones; 24, Rerv. Harris, a Baptist
" roinister. ' ‘
15. Judith, married Elijah Hugbes, Jr. He was clerk of Cape May in:
1757 aud 1768; was Sarregate from 1768 to 1787, and a member of the State
legislature in 1781 and 1785, :
Jacob Spiver 2nd, first wife Judith died in 1447 and he mamed qecond
*Deborab Hapd Leaming, widow of Christopher Leaming. He does not ap-
pear to have had any children by the latter, '

Jacob Spicer, I:sq as he was sometimes called (or the
second Jacob) was even a greater man than his father.
He was for twenty-one years a member of the Assembly
from Cape May, from 1744 until his death in 1765. He
was appointed by the legislature in conjunction with Aaron
Leaming to compile the laws of New Jersey. The werk
they performed is 2 monument to their ability and indus-
try.  In 1755 he bought of Dr. Johnson, the agent of the
West Jersey Society, for £30C, the last of their land in
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Cape May. This-laud was known as the “Vacant Rights.”
This purchase caused a great deal of dissatisfaction among.
the people, ‘who claimed thathe had been sent to buy it for
them and not for himseif. He kept a diary, which is in the
possession of the New Jersey  Historical Society, and is a_
“true exponent of the man and his life. The will of Jacob
- Spicer is a closely written document of thirty or- forty
pages of foolscap paper. In it he namesas his executors
Deborah Spicer, Sylvia Jones, Samuel Jones, Sarah Leam-
~ing and Christopher Leaming. He died Sept. i7, 1765,
and was buried in Cold Spring cemetery. His tombstone
bears the following inscription: ' '

If ought that great or wood could save
Spicer had never seen his grave, -

"XII. Jacob Spicer (third) married Elizabeth, dauighter
of Joseph Donaldson of Philadzlphia, a man of prominence
who held office under \Vashin‘:gton, and was ambassador to
Tunis and Algiers in 1795 ; their children as far as known
were: - ' ' o
16, Jacob. :

17. 8ylvia, married Henry Pratt.

The third Jacob was apprenticed {according to the cus-
tom of those days) to James & Drinker, a large shipping
firm of merchants on Front street above Arch, Philadel-
phia. After learning the business he started in the same
for himself. For a time he was successful, and was said to
have lived in princely style, but at last he failed and fell
into obscurity. Elizabeth, the wife of*Henry Drinker, of
the firm above mentioned, kept a diary for many years;
from it we learn a tew facts. Under date of July 17, t790,
she savs “Molly (her daughter) and myself went to callon
Jacob Spicer at Mt Airy.” - Again, under date of December
3. 1806, she notes: “H D (Henry Drinker) went to the
funeral of Jacob Spicer. He was at one time an appren-
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tice to James & Drinker. He lived after he was married
and in trade next door to us.” .

XVI. Jacob Spicer (4th) married Elizabeth Jackson, a
widow. He had no children, and the name is run out in
this line. The widow died in 1893, aged 81.

. TaHOMAS bPICER

IX. Thomas Spicer, born before 1666 but the date lost,
married Abigail, daughter of Francis and Sarah Davenport,
of W 1llmfrton. Derbyshire, England, who emigrated to
America in 1691 and settled in Burlmcton county. Their

chxldren were:

8. Thomas.
9 Jacob,
20, Samnel.

Thomas Spicer (first) lived upon the land mherxted from
his father Samuel, upon which the homestead stood, on
Coopers creek, at which there was a ferry to cross to the
Camden side until 1747, when a bridge was built. He pur-
chased a part of his brother Jacob's land and other large
tracts in the lower end of Gloucester county. He did not
hold any office of importance, but spent his time in busi-
ness afairs  His will is dated January 4, 1739, and was
probated November 7 of the same year, His widow sur-
~vived him some years. _ '
XVIII. Thomas >picer (2d) born ————, married Octo-
ber 1, 1744, Rebecca, daughter of Humphrey and Jane
Day. She was born August 1, 1723, and died May 3,
1792, Their children were:
Hmuphrex died yonng.

21.
22, Jauee, .2l voung,
25, Abiy ul

-

Thomas Spicer lived on land inherited from his father’

and grandfather. He never held any office, but spent
much of his time in travel. His will is dated May 4, 1750,
and was probated the next October. A clause ia this en-
tailed his property as follows: “I give and bequeath unto

1



56 SAMUELL SPICER AND 11{IS DESCENDANTS.

Rebecca my dearly beloved wife all and singular the rights
aud prenertics that [ poss R aring hey x\'idowhoo 1 but
no loager.  Irem. [ give and bequeath to my daughter
Abigail my beloved, and the heirs of her body at the mar-
riage or decease of my dearly beloved wife all the lands
’and liberties and rights and properties I possess.”

XXII Abigail Spicer, born January 23, 1743, married
May 23, 1758. Wiiliam Rudderow of Chester tow nship. Bur-
lington county, whose lands. la) across Pensaukin creek
from the Spicers. He was born October 11,1732, and died
Nov. 1828, The Days and Rudderows were adherents of
the Church of England. and according-to the Quaker rit-
‘ual Thomas Spicer’s wife and child were not counted of
-the latter faith unless they kad ogenly joined it. The chil-
"dren of Wm. and Abxgaxl Rudderow were: ‘ '

*44 Jobn.
25 Jane, born Feb. 1, 1760 married Joshua Osler,
2o Thowas, ¢ Dec. 1761 #*  Rebeeca Carty.

27 Abigail, * March 24, 1764 **  John Ashburner.

28 Elizabeth, ¢ June 10, 1765 Humphrey Day.

25 William. - Sept. 27, 1780 **  1st Rachel Rowand, 2nd Rachel
Burden. '

30 Spicer, ¢ Now. 3, 1772, died unmarried.
31 Jacob, o Now 3, 1775, died nnmarried.
32 Huwmphrey. = Jun. 8, 1779, married

XXIV. john Rudderow, born Feb. 17, 1759, married Ist,
Jerusha Inskeep: 2d, Anna Leconey, nee Welch, He died.
Feb. 14, 1340. Under the will of his grandfather, Thomas
Spicer, John Rudderow inherited about 450 acres of the
original Samuel Spicer tract, part of which is now covered
by the borough of Merchantviile. During his lifetime the
whole of this remained intact. After his death it was
graduaily sold off in parcels by his heirs. The last con-
veyance, of about 80 acres, was made in 1883,

XIX. Jacob Spicer (son of Thomas first) born
married Mary Lippincott. He died October 31, 1779.
They had no children. He lived and died on a tract of
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.1034 acres in \Voolwich township; Gloucester county. He
was a strict Quaker, and iu his will, dated July 10, 1797, he
bequeaths “one acre and a half of land for the use of a
meeting house and a graveyard to the people commonly
called Quakers forever bounded by the Cumberland road
and one rod road, the line of Jacob Gosling, my other land
and Thomas Casseday’s lane.” He also gave the lot where
the school house stands.

XN. Samuel Spicer (son of Thomas first) born Oct. 29,
i720; died in 1777. He married first, on Nov. 16, 1743,
Abigail Willard. She was born Sept. 23, 1725, and died
April 24, 1752. Their children were:

35, Jacob, Lern Qct, 23, 1744, died unmarried Decr. 4, 1769.

3L Abigail, born Nov. 4, 1746, married John Keble—no issue.

35. Reohecca. born Feb. 28, 1752, died Jane 21, 1753.

Samuel Spicer married 2d, Sarah Potter, of Shrewsbury.
She died r793. Children were:

38, Thowes, born Jan. 12, 1735: died August 21, 1759,

37, Sarah.

33. LRebecea.

Samuel Spicer inherited the homestead property on
Coopers creek. He lived ia the original house built by
Samuel, his grandfather, the emigrant. which stood intact
untii the early part of the present century, when it was torn
down by his son-in-law to make room for a more preten-
tious mansicn. He was an active surveyor and one of the
deputy surveyors for \Vest Jersey. He and his family and
his father and mother were interred in a private burying
around that stood in his own land on the Delaware river
shore. Itwas kspt unmolested until Cramer Hill, a suburb
of Camden, grew around it, and in 1890 the bodies were re-
moved and a street was opened directly through it.’

‘In this branch the male line also ran out, leaving only
daughters for a line of descent,

NNXVIIL. Sara Spicer, born March 17, 1759, married
Jjoseph Cowperthwait, who was descended from an emigrant
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from Flushing, 1. I. She died Sept. 26, 1823. Their
chtldren woere:

9. Rebeeea, married —, 1504, Dauicl Stevenson of Honesdale, Penn,
40, Abigail, “ Murmaduke Shivers,
41, Elizabeth, -+ John Curtis, & Methodist minister.

42. Harriet, - Sheve Cowperthwaite.

43. Sarali, Jdied unmarried. ‘ :

41. Joha KReble, married Hannah Collins.

45. Spicer, " e—— ——, had issue.

46. Joseph. died unmarried.

XXXVIIL Rebecca Spicer, born July 23, 1762, married
in 1731 William, son of Thomas and Elizabeth Folwell.
She died June, 1844. Their children were:

17, William.

48, , arried Benjamin Pitfield.

49. Suruh, died unmarried.

30. - Rebeced, died nnmarried.

The homestead of the Spicers fell to the share of Rebec-
ca Folwell and remained in the family until a few years
ago, when it was sold for building purposes, and is now in-
cluded in the town of Wrightsville, a suburb of Camden.



The Great Seal of New Jersev.®
' BY rn’.x&cx‘s BAZLEY LEE. ) . .

When, upon the second day of July, 1776, the people of
the State of New Jersey *agreced upon a set of charter
rights and the form of a Counstitution,” it was provided
therein that the Council (now Senate) and the House of
Assembly should have power to make a great seal for the
colony, which was to be kept by the Governor or by the
Vice President of Ccuncil, in case of the Governor’s ab-
sence., It was to be called “ the great seal of the colony
of New Jersey." ‘

Upon the 27th day of August, 1776, the Legislature of
the State of New Jersey met in Princeton, creating the
formal institution of New Jersey's share in national liber-
ty. Immediately the legislators took measures to prepare
a formal symbol whereby the power and authority of the
new-born State should be recognized. On the sixth of
September, 1776, it was ordered by resolution of Council
that ** Mr. Smith and Mr. Cooper be a committee to meet
a committee of the House of Assembly in order to form a
arcat seal for the State.” Mr. Richard Smith was from
"Burlington city, whilst John Cooper was of the family
which gave the name Cooper’s Point to old Gloucester,
now Camden city.

Upon the same day the Assembly appointed Samuel
Dick, of Salem, Ephraim Harris, of Cumberland, John
Covenhoven (Conover), of Monmouth, and Charles Coxe,
of the Trent-Coxe family, of Hunterdon, as a committee to
act with Council, to form a great seal.

*See article by author fn Heraldry in America (Eugeae Zieber), Pitladelphia, 1895,
pp. 159-161,
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- On September 10th, 1776, John Fell, of ‘Bergen, brought
iato the Assembly a resolution from Council to the effect
that inasmuch as it will take some time to prepare a seal,
“ Resolved, That the Seal at Arms of His Excellency, Ii/-
liam Livingston, Esquire, shall be deemed and taken as
the Great Seal of this State till another shall be made.”
In this the Asseznbly concurred. -

_The joint committee on the third of October reported to

both houses "That they have considered the Subject and
taken the Sentiments of several intelligent Gentlemen
thereon, and are of the Opinion that Francis Hopkinson,
‘Esq., should be immediately engaged to employ proper
Persons at Philadelphia to prépare a Silver Seal, which is
o to be round, of two and a half inches diameter, and three-
', e:chtha of an inch. thm\, and that the arms shall be
three Plough: in an }'.scutcheon, the supporters Lib-
erty and Ceres, and the crest a Horse's Head; these
words to be engraved in large Letters around the Arms,
widelzeir: THE GREAT SEAL OF THE STATE OF
NEW JERSEY.”

Mr. Hopkinson was ordered to ‘“draw on the Treasurer
of this State for the Expence of the Great Seal.” William
Woodhull, of Morris, and Peter Tallman, of Burlington,
were instructed to acquaint Council concerning the engage-
ment of Mr. Hopkinson.

In the Secretary of State’s office in Trenton is the orig-
inal silver seal and the report of the committee. Upon a
comparison of the original seal with the recommendations
of the committee, it will be seen that there are some note-
worthy variations. Mr. Hopkinson secured the services of
Pierre Eugene Du Simitiere, the artist archeologist of Phil-
adelphia, whose personal eccentricities make him a note-
worthy character. Du Simitiere drew the design for New Jer-
sey'sseal in October, 1776, while preparing seals for Virginia,
Georgia and Delaware. The talented Frenchman deviated
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from the orders of the committee and inserted a helmet un-
der the horse's head in the crest, and added the numerals
“MDCCLXXNVL" It is a noteworthy fact that in the rep-
resentations of the Great Seal of New Jersey to be found jn
the State laws of the end of the XVIII and the early part of
the XIX Centuries the printers followed the wording of the
resolution of 1776, and omitted Du Simitiere’s designs of -
the horse’s head and Roman numeral date. In this con-
nection it will be noticed that the legislative resolution sup-
planted the word “colony” by that of “State.” It was not
until September 20, 1777, that the Legislature adopted the
word “State,” although such amendment was never sub
mitted to the people for ratification. _ '

In May, 1777, the Great Seal was finished and an item-
ized bill of expenses incurred by Messrs. Hopkinson and
Du Simitiere was paid by the State. v .

The great seal, or coat of arms of New Jersey, has never
been emblazoned by authority. A picture of the Philadel-
delphia State House thus emblazons this coat of arms: The
Goddess of Liberty is arrayed in blue, with the Phrygian
cap inred. The Goddess of Agriculture, Ceres, is in a cos-
tume of white, red and green, with a waist of red. The
mantling is white and blue, the heimet is gold, the nag's
head proper. The field ot the shield is blue, the plowsare
in silver,

During the period between September, 1776, and May,
1777, the coat of arms of Governor William Livingston
was used as the Great Seal.



