CAMDEN DISAPPEARING

OLD COURT HOUSE IN
|
\

Camden's old Court House is rapidly
 disappearing under the hands of scores of
workmen, who are razing the stiucture to
i make way for the §700,000 building. Yes-,
terday it had been reduced to a mere hieip!
of ruins—Uricks, plaster and broken tim:

bers. Within two weeks 1t will be but a
memory. Then work will at ance be com-
menced excavating for the foundations for
the four-storied granite building that will
vie with any in the State for architectural
Leauty.
| Doubtiess there are many persons now
living who vividly recall the time when
Camden, lladdonfield and Long-a-Coming

hotly contested for the lionor of being the,
county seat. After constant warfare in
the Board of Yreeholders’a resolution was
adopted in 1848 providing for the erection
of a Court, House at Long-a-Coming, now
 Berlin, but the Legislature adopted an act
calling for an election in the matter. Cam-
den won out by a big majority.

' The plot of ground bounded b

Market,

lmrc"s sed from Abigail Coc})
which to etect a Court House to c
$2500. . Tefore 1t was completed in 159
the bu!ldmg had cost §40,970.70.
The First Cane
The first case tried in the new building
was that of Willism Hope, a ferryman,
who was charged with assault and bat.
terv, Thomas Dudley, afterwards Consul
at Lx\crpvol, was depuljzed to act as prose-

Cme of the features of the building was| &
the iron cage in which ‘murderers were e

confined. It was used until ), when
James McFadden, who had been commut-
ted to awat trial for shooting 3 negro,,
committed suicide in_the tage. In 1509,
it _was sold as scrap iron.
Prisoners were conatanﬂy escaping from
the old jail. e time six got away
and the \\hale m\mtr\' was aroused. As
a te-ult 1t was decided the jadl was inade
quate. ln 1881 plans weie adopted for a
roup of sandstone buildings, pnson. court
in\l:e and county offices, to ¢ he
plot of ground owned by the countv
na, deded to buld the i first at n
cont of N was nearing comple-
tion 1 1353 when the plans were changed
to turn it into a court house. The altera-
jons were made_and the first_court “as
beld in \h). 1883. The building co
§129,762, Several months after the Court
Housc was turned back into a jal once
1ore, and it has remained so since.
Famous Murder Trialy

There have been many murder trials in
the old court room that were of more than

Federal, Sixth street and Broadway was!
ex for S3000

*local interest, The §rst murderer to be
1 hanged was John \Ware, 4 mere boy, who'
shot his father at Derlin. This execution

took place December 15, 1871.

n the night of Jauuav\' 33 1878, o=
,cmred the murder of John \rmslmng.
"1 who <was struch in the head \\ h a hatchet
near Fifth and Vine streets.’ Benjamin
Hunter, a hosom [riend, was finally con-
victed of the cnme and hanged January!
10, 187 Thomas Graham, an accom-
glm, wa3 scutenced to twenty years m‘

State Prison..

Probably the most celebrated murder:
cace was that of Chalkley Leconey, who
was charged with cutting the throat of his
niece, Annie Leconev. near \lerch:mtn]le”
on September O, 188 15 ar-
tested as ha was returning from Tis niece's
funeral in Ohio. He was placed on trial
%bmnrr 3. 1890, beinre udge Gamson.

he delendant had £ un-el ]
late ex-Attorney Gen!rs 1. Grey ex-
Judge D. J. Pancozst and Judge Joseph

H basLl)L Leconey was chmtted after
neational trial. ‘He has eince died, as
Ihzrc nearly all the prinapals in the' fa-
meus tral.
The iiller Marder
A =xmmr murder teok place on S _FKFM'
ber 1 when Mrs, Anme 1k
,\nt found in a lhlr_Lez near \hrchantnlle
!‘nth her thrnat cut from ear to ear. -
is Lingo, a notorious negro now serving
{ihirty voues in State Prieon for attempting
{to abduct a white g't], was accused of the
’enme. Lingo was found gulty. He was
granted a new trial and was acquitted.
Nearlr a decade latcr occurred the mur- |
of Mrs. Sarah w and her mother, |
SMre, Emma Zane, who ¥ were ehot at their
ome on Line street. Eli Shan, son an
{grandson of the women. was zrres{ed,l
' charged with the crime. and indicted. He|
was acquitt
“The most recent murder case waa that of |
, Paul Woodward. who waz placed on tual,
for the poisoning of W\ Price Jenninas and
William Cofftn. enme was committed i
' October 1, 1802, and on January T, 1903,
nged.

'

1 W ‘oodward was
Other Noted Trials
Other murder trials of more or less nter-
est were thece of James Moulton, who
k:llul Mrs, L\'dxa Ann \Vmﬂs at Sipth and
Kaighn Deme, ta eell dy. He was'
hanzed Ji , 1802, Thecdnre L.xmbert
a negro um.:n', Who shat :md Lilled
]mm . Karer, Septem
ed December 19, 15"3. ward Os-!
cut the throat« of s “Lfe aud chld
he lauer vart of 1800, II’ 1\.:! lenlmud
x v vears' impri
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promil nce hzve 2 peare&
mn the httlﬂ court room. _George \P Robe- |
con, Secretary of the Navy umier Prear-
dent Grant, was among them.
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