GUARDSNIAN SKATER
DROWNS; NARRCOW
- ESCAPE FOR FOUR

C. R. Evans,of- Camden,
Is Victim of Thin lce at
Forest Hill Park

Boys Who Went to "Rescue
Dragged to Safety When Ex-
hausted

«

While 300 horror-stricken fellow shat
ers looked helplessly qn, Charles R
Evans, 19 years old, of 139 South Thirty
«3cond street, East Camden, crashed
through the ice on the lake in Fores
Hill Park, Camden, and was drownet
yesterday. le was a member of Com
pany C, Third Regiment, N. J. N. G.

In attempting to rescue their com
panion, Harry Haas, 14 Sears old, o
512 Walnut street. and Graham Wis
hart, 18 years old, of 30 South Thirty
filth street. almost met similar fate. In
their frantic efforts to rescue these two
Wilbur Crane, of 1468 Haddon avenue,
and Matthew Yingling, of Eighth and
\Flarem'c streets, also were overcome by
the fngidity of the water and had to be
dracged to shore.

Evans. Haas and Wishart were racing
over the ice of the lake, which empties
into the Cooper River. to the east,
through a slice. Evads was slightly in
the lead. -

As the three shot swiftly actess the
smoth surface, with merrv quips to their
companians and heartv laughs, there was
a sudden shawp and echoing crack. Evans
had gone through the ice and had dis-
appeared, being carnfd under the frozen
subtace.

The film of snowy that had gra.dunlly
been covering the ice hid from the three
the thinness of the ice as they approach-
ed the sluice gates.

Exhausted In Freezing Water

Unaware that the water at. this point
reaches a depth of twelve feet, Haas and
Wishart went to their companion’s aid
but in a few minutes they were exhaust-
ed from the freezing water.

Crane and Yingling heard their cries
for aid and tried to reach the two would-
be rescucrs from the ragged edge of the
ice, The ice upon which they were lean-
1ng gave way and they, t0o, fellfiounder-
ing in_the jcy water. They attempted
even then to help Hazs and Wishart to
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the edge of the ice, but their strength
was soon exhausted and they had to
Jook to their own safetv.. They grasped

the edee of the ice and tried to pull
themselves clear of the water, but their
efforts resulted only in the further
breaking of the ice and they repeatedly
slipped* back into <the water.

By this time the other skaters, terzor-
ized by the sight, had fled to_shore and
had gathered about the sluice _gates,
wa:chlnz the struggle of those in the
wa

T.
Samuel Cox, a park guard, and Police-
man Edward Smuth. were attracted to
the scene and they bent ther efiorts to
rescue the boys stiugglng for life.
Cox and Smith obtained rtopes and
poles and with the aid of these finally
succeeded in pulling Crane, Yingling,
Haas and Wishart from the water, but
the body of Jvans had not been seen
after the illifat.edﬁcraa‘xih. ik N
Long es, fitted wil grappling
hooks: were ‘ebtainody and Evans Brally
was drawn from the lake.
Evans Dead When Fobnd
Noting _a Hicher of life remaining, Dr.
Charles Jachson, suminoned by automo-
bile, worked over the stricken youth,
ut without avail. The youth was sent
to the Homeopathic Hosvital, where a
lungomotar was c into service, but
all efforts to revive him proved in vain.
e lahe, which was the scene of yes-
terday’s fatal episode, was comstructed
when Forest Hill Park, was laid out sev-
eral yvears ago. winter it has
been the pleasure ground of  skaters
while the weather permtt .
loohed upon as ordinanily safe except just
about the sluice gates. The thinness of
the ice is easily seen under ordinary,
conditions, but the snow of yesterday ai-
ternonn: gave the whole surface the ap-
pearance of equal thickress.
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